Explanatory Statement
[bookmark: _GoBack]Information: This document is an accompanying information sheet related to the gallery excursion held on 27th May at the National Gallery of Victoria. The facilitators are also working on a research project at Monash University who will ask permission to observe the session to further inform their ongoing research.
Project Title: Gallery Interventions to Support People who are Blind or have Low Vision. 
Project ID: 47415.
Investigators:
Chief Investigator: Dr Matthew Butler 
Department of Information Technology 
Monash University 
Phone: (03) 990 31911 
Email: matthew.butler@monash.edu
Co-investigator: Sophie Coppenhall 
Department of Human-Centred Computing 
Monash University 
Email: sophie.coppenhall@monash.edu
Co-investigator: Dr Vincent Dziekan
Department of Design
Monash University
Email: vince.dziekan@monash.edu
Co-investigator: Dr Erica Tandori
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
Monash University 
Email: Erica.Tandori@monash.edu
Introduction:
This Explanatory Statement summarises the work being undertaken as part of a Monash University research project. Please read this statement in full before deciding whether to participate in this research, and feel free to contact the researchers using the contact details above if you have any additional questions regarding any aspect of this project.
Q: What does the research involve?
Through this research project, we are seeking to find out what best represents meaningful participation in art encounters to gallery and museum visitors who are blind or have low vision (BLV). We want to support experiences in art galleries and museums that are needed and desired by BLV visitors, and which also support full participation in art exploration. Our current work is in developing encounters with artworks which are supported by audio and tactile creations within gallery spaces.
Q. What will I be asked to do?
You will be sent a survey consisting of 10 questions on your recent experience of an art encounter developed by the research team in a recent visit to the National Gallery of Victoria. The survey will be sent out in your preferred format, as a Google Form, an accessible Word Document or as plain text in a direct email to you. You are, of course, also welcome to request a different format that suits you best and we would be happy to accommodate this. We will also be observing and taking notes on the running of the gallery tour on the day to keep track of any changes that we may need to make in planning future tours. This will require no additional action on your part in the gallery space.
Q. Why was I chosen for this research?
You have been chosen to take part in this study as an attendee of the audio-tactile tour we are hosting at the National Gallery of Victoria in May. We are looking to refine and enhance our accessible tours, and we are seeking feedback from our attendees to help us make improvements for future. We are also seeking to identify any areas for improvement to the tour’s run based on observations made on the day.
Consent and withdrawal of participation:
This study is voluntary, and you are not under any obligation to participate in this research project. If you wish to participate in the survey study, simply fill out the survey provided in your chosen format (Google Form, Word Document, via email or other accessible format) and return this to the research team. If you would also prefer that observational notes are not recorded during the gallery tour, please let the research team know and the data can be removed from the study. If you do not wish for the data you provide through your feedback survey to be included in this study, please also let the research team know. You have the right to withdraw from this study at any time, and your data will be deleted from the secure storage location in which it has been held. Any physical data in note form will also be disposed of at your request.
Possible benefits and risks:
Your participation in this project will support our research team in improving and developing practice guidelines for accessible tours and supporting art exploration by BLV visitors in galleries and museums. Participation in our survey also provides an option for you to connect with the researchers and stay involved in the process of designing those art encounters going forward. There are no risks anticipated in the survey study as responses will be submitted online, and the observations made will also be without risk as no additional actions or participation will be required while researchers take notes. The research team will ensure that their note-taking practices are unintrusive and will maintain appropriate distance in the gallery space.
Confidentiality:
Any information shared by you that has any personal or identifying features will be kept confidential, unless specified by you. The answers you provide will be anonymised, and any comments made by you that inform reports written as part of this project will be attached to a pseudonym. Notes on observations made in the gallery will also be kept anonymous. If you would like to be identified in any publications and be formally acknowledged by name, you are very welcome to let us know. Only the members of the research investigators listed on this Explanatory Statement will have access to the data you provide.
Storage of data:
The data collected in this project will be kept for a minimum of 5 years, in accordance with research requirements. Raw data will be stored in the research team’s secure digital storage space provided by Monash University, and any physical data in note form will be stored securely on the researchers’ premises at Monash University where it will be accessed only by the research investigators. After the data is no longer required, it will be disposed of securely.
Results:
The results of this study and the broader research project to which it contributes will be published through conference papers or academic journals, in addition to forming part of a PhD thesis. If quotes or comments are derived from the answers given in this survey, a pseudonym will be assigned to the comments made so as not to identify you publicly, unless you request otherwise. Any information drawn from observations made will also be anonymised. You can ask to be sent copies of the published documents by contacting the research team using the details provided at the top of this Explanatory Statement.
Complaints:
Should you have any concerns or complaints about the conduct of the project, you are welcome to contact the Executive Officer, Monash University Human Research Ethics Committee (MUHREC):
Executive Officer
Monash University Human Research Ethics Committee (MUHREC) 
Room 111, Building 3e
Research Office
Monash University VIC 3800
Tel: +61 3 9905 2052
Email: muhrec@monash.edu
Fax: +61 3 9905 3831
