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Round Table on Information Access 
for People with Print Disabilities Inc.

2024 Conference Program
Information Equity: Empowerment through Technology, Advocacy and Collaboration
Technology has revolutionised the way information is accessed, disseminated, and used. In an era dominated by the rapid evolution of technology, this conference seeks to unravel the intricate interplay between technological advancements, advocacy efforts, and collaborative initiatives that collectively contribute to equitable access to information. The 2024 conference seeks to foster a comprehensive understanding of information equity as a vital component of a just and equitable society. It highlights the importance of collaborative efforts across different fields to address challenges faced by people with print disabilities, and to shape a future where everyone can fully participate.
The 2024 conference aims to foster interdisciplinary collaboration, encourage knowledge exchange, and inspire innovative approaches to building a more inclusive and equitable society. It will provide a platform for people with print disability, accessible format producers, librarians, publishers, educators, policy makers, technology developers and other key stakeholders to come together to collaborate, share knowledge and learn together. Through knowledge-sharing, networking, and the exchange of innovative ideas, attendees will leave equipped with actionable strategies to drive positive change within their respective spheres of influence.
Dates:

Saturday 18 May to Tuesday 21 May 2024
Venue:

Novotel Perth Langley
221 Adelaide Terrace
Perth WA 6000
Platinum Sponsor: Blind Low Vision NZ
Please note: The conference program may be subject to change without notice.
Program Date: 17 May 2024
Saturday 18 May 2024
9:30am – 10:00am Registration
10:00am – 10:30am Morning Tea

10:30am – 5:00pm Australian Braille Authority (ABA) Annual Meeting
Chair: Tristan Clare
The agenda for the day will be circulated prior to the meeting. Further details will be made available through the OZBRL listserv.
12:30pm – 1:30pm Lunch
1:30pm – 3:00pm ABA Annual Meeting continued
3:00pm – 3:30pm Afternoon Tea

3:30pm – 5:00pm ABA Annual Meeting continued with Feature Presentation
6:00pm – 8:00pm Welcome Function and Conference Opening
Venue: Silver Room, Novotel Perth Langley
Silver Sponsors:

· Centre For Accessibility Australia

· NextSense

· Quantum RLV

· Vision Australia

Sunday 19 May 2024
8:15am – 9:00am Registration

8:30am – 5:30pm Technology and Services Exhibition 
9:00am – 10:15am Session 1 Plenary
Chair: Sonali Marathe
9:00am – 9:30am
Conference Announcements and Roll Call

9:30am – 9:45am
Welcome and President’s Introduction:

Sonali Marathe, President, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc
9:45am – 10:15am
1
Information equity: is AI a blessing or a curse?
Keynote Address:

Dr Scott Hollier, co-founder and CEO of the Centre for Accessibility Australia (CFA)
10:15am – 10:45am Morning Tea
10:45am – 12:15pm Concurrent Sessions 2 & 3

	Session 2 Chair: Agata Mrva-Montoya
	Session 3 Chair: Nigel Waring

	10:45am – 11:15am:
2a
Potential Impact of Emerging Technologies on Education of People with Vision Impairment in Pacific Island Countries
Presenter:
Ben Clare, Exemplar International and South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment (SPEVI)
	10:45am – 11:15am:
3a
Access to service – Department of Education NSW perspective
Presenter via Zoom:
Kim Barber, Manager Braille and Large Print Services, Department of Education NSW

	11:15am – 11:45am:
2b
Multi-line braille displays: so what?
Presenter:

Matthew Horspool, Braille and Assistive Technology Consultant

	11:15am – 11:45am:
3b
The braille transformation has begun... meet the Monarch!
Presenter: 

Vivian Bell, Regional Account Manager, HumanWare


Concurrent Sessions 2 & 3 continued

	Session 2 Chair: Agata Mrva-Montoya
	Session 3 Chair: Nigel Waring

	11:45am – 12:15pm:
2c
Exploring meetings in virtual reality (VR): an assessment of their current accessibility
Presenter:

David Vosnacos, Advanced Senior Therapist: Assistive Technology, Innovation and Inclusion, VisAbility
	11:45am – 12:15pm:
3c
Introduction of specially developed learning paths in the Netherlands: The transition of a 3D object into a 2D drawing & Draw along, a method to teach blind children how to draw

Presenter:

Ans Withagen, Project Leader, Special Educationalist, Royal Dutch Visio


12:15pm – 1:00pm: Lunch Break

1:00pm – 2:30pm: Concurrent Sessions 4 & 5

	Session 4 Chair: Agata Mrva-Montoya
	Session 5 Chair: Jane Wegener

	1:00pm – 2:30pm:

4a
Digital accessibility considerations for social media platforms

Presenter:

Vithya Vijayakumare, Senior Digital Accessibility Specialist, VisAbility Ltd
	1:00pm – 2:30pm:

5a
Designing multi-sensory accessible materials

Presenter:

Samuel Foulkes, Director of Braille Production & Accessible Innovation, Clovernook Center for the Blind


2:30pm – 3:00pm: Afternoon Tea

3:00pm – 4:00pm: Concurrent Sessions 6 & 7

	Session 6 Chair: Agata Mrva-Montoya
	Session 7 Chair: Frances Gentle

	3:00pm – 3:30pm:
6a
Empowering Through Play: Accessible Video Game Design for All
Presenter via Zoom:

Dom Parker, Digital Accessibility Consultant, Intopia
	3:00pm – 3:30pm:
7a
Development of tactile DNA double helix model for the visually impaired

Presenter:

Tetsuya Watanabe and Kazunori Minatani, Professors, University of Niigata

	3:30pm – 4:00pm:
6b
Optimizing user experience SensusAccess
Presenters via Zoom:

Lars Ballieu Christensen, Senior Advisor and Tanja Stevns, Director Inclusion Technology, Sensus
	3:30pm – 4:00pm:
7b
Closing the inclusion gap: AI-powered transcription and captioning for education

Presenter via Zoom:

Vijayshree Vethantham, Senior Vice-President, Growth & Strategy, Continual Engine US LLC


4:00pm – 4:10pm: Break / Move to Plenary

Plenary Session 8
4:10pm – 4:40pm: Exhibitor Session

4:45pm – 5:45pm: Round Table AGM
Chair: Sonali Marathe
5:45pm:
Close of Day One
Monday 20 May 2024
8:30am:
Registration opens 

9:00am – 10:30am: Plenary Session 9
Chair: Sonali Marathe
9:00am – 9:30am:
Welcome and Roll Call
9:30am – 10:00am:
9a
Digital Discovery for Disability Audiences: Navigating Your Health

Keynote Address:
Prof. Katie Ellis, Director of the Centre for Culture and Technology at Curtin University
10:00am – 10:30am
9b
Information equity: balancing the risks and opportunities of information and digital technology
Feature Presenter:

Dr Frances Gentle, Lecturer, NextSense Institute; President, ICEVI
10:30am – 11:00am Morning Tea
11:00am – 12:30pm: Concurrent Sessions 10 & 11
	Session 10 Chair: Jennifer Moon
	Session 11 Chair: Tristan Clare

	11:00am – 11:30am:
10a
Risk reduction, resilience and response
Presenter:
Corey Crawford, National Policy Officer, Blind Citizens Australia
	11:00am – 11:30am:
11a
Accessibility Challenges and Solutions for Welsh Language Learners Using Assistive Technology
Presenter via Zoom:

Lauren Hayes, Digital and Arts Accessibility Consultant, Lauren Hayes Consulting Services

	11:30am – 12:30pm:
10b
How might we start to address the Disability Royal Commission’s recommendation of improved access to information?
Presenter:
Meredith Prain, National Head of Research and Centre of Excellence – Deafblind, Able Australia
	11:30am – 12:30pm:
11b
ABA Workshop: Braille – Beyond 200
Facilitator:

Jordie Howell, Australia Braille Authority
Panellists:
Jonathan Mosen, Christine Casey, and Matthew Horspool


12:30pm – 1:30pm: Lunch Break
1:30pm – 3:00pm: Concurrent Sessions 12 & 13
	Session 12 Chair: David Vosnacos
	Session 13 Chair: John Simpson

	1:30pm – 2:00pm:
12a
Beyond the shelves: enhancing access to information via public libraries
Presenter:

Dr Agata Mrva-Montoya, Lecturer, University of Sydney and Dr Jo Kaeding, Lecturer, University of South Australia
	1:30pm – 2:00pm:
13a
What happens when you're Deaf too?”

Presenter:
Vanessa Vlajkovic, ABC News Sub-editor

	2:00pm – 2:30pm:
12b
Library users’ information needs and experiences: a case study of VisAbility Library
Presenter:

Jesse Han Leng Lee, Accessible Information Services - Project Officer, VisAbility
	2:00pm – 3:00pm:
13b
ANZAGG Annual Meeting
Facilitator:
Leona Holloway, Research Assistant, Monash University


	2:30pm – 3:00pm:
12c
Telehealth and Transdisciplinary Collaboration for Print Accessibility in Western Australia
Presenter:

Lyn Eagers, Braille Trainer/Access Technology Specialist; Judy Wang, Senior Occupational Therapist and Rachel Williams, Occupational Therapist, Vision Australia
	13b
ANZAGG Annual Meeting continued




3:00pm – 3:30pm: Afternoon Tea
3:30pm – 5:00pm Concurrent Sessions 14 & 15
	Session 14 Chair: Nigel Waring
	Session 15 Chair: Jane Wegener

	3:30pm – 4:00pm:
14a
Music braille: empowering the mainstream and specialist sectors with software, good practice guidance, and networking

Presenter via Zoom:

Sarah Morley Wilkins, Project Manager & User Experience Consultant, DAISY Consortium
Co Authors:

Arne Kyrkjebø, Head of Production, Norwegian Library of Talking Books and Braille (NLB) and Haipeng Hu, DAISY Music Braille Technical Consultant, and BrailleOrch
	3:30pm – 4:00pm:
15a
Rapid design and production of educational tactile materials for VI-learners
Presenter:
Ruben Brandsma, Project innovation lead – teacher, and Evert Rasing, Royal Dutch Visio

	4:00pm – 5:00pm:
14b
Creating accessible online and hybrid meetings: providing equitable information access
Presenter:

David Vosnacos and Vithya Vijayakumare, VisAbility
	4:00pm – 5:00pm:
15b
ANZAGG workshop on tactile drawing techniques 
Facilitator:

Leona Holloway, Monash University and Lily Gower, South Australian School and Services for Vision Impaired


6:30pm – 7:00pm Pre-dinner Drinks
7:00pm – 11:00pm Conference Dinner

Venue: Silver Room, Novotel Perth Langley
Gold Sponsor: EverAbility Group

Tuesday 21 May 2024
8:30am:
Registration opens 

9:00am – 10:30am: Plenary Session 16
Chair: David Vosnacos
9:00am – 9:30am:
Welcome and Roll Call

9:30am – 10:00am
16a
Access, Autonomy and Liberation: Lessons from the Disability Royal Commission
Keynote Address:

Senator Jordan Steele-John, Senator for Western Australia, Australian Greens Party
10:00am – 10:30am
16b
Talking books in the mainstream – where are we headed?
Q&A with Panellists:

Nigel Waring, Head of Technology and Accessibility Blind Low Vision NZ
Sarah Bloedern, Library Strategy Development Lead, Vision Australia 
Vithya Vijayukumare, Senior Digital Accessibility Specialist, VisAbility
10:30am – 11:00am: Morning Tea
11:00am – 12:30pm: Concurrent Sessions 17 & 18
	Session 17 Chair: Annette Sutherland
	Session 18 Chair: Jane Wegener

	11:00am – 11:30am:
17a
Accessible workplaces – smart adjustments can improve recruitment, productivity and retention
Presenter:
Damian McMorrow, National Access Technology Manager, Vision Australia and Rebecca Clark, Vision Technology Specialist, Quantum RLV
	11:00am – 11:30am:

18a
Enhancing blind people’s experience with productivity applications

Presenter:

Minoli Perera, PhD Student, Monash University


Concurrent Sessions 17 & 18 continued

	Session 17 Chair: Annette Sutherland
	Session 18 Chair: Jane Wegener

	11:30am – 12:00pm:
17b
Making tourism accessible for blind and low vision visitors
Presenters:

Margo Carwardine, Project Coordinator - Accessible Tourism Enabler Grant, and Executive Assistant, Queensland Braille Writing Association
	11:30am – 12:30pm:
18b
Braille music our way: introducing a new and unique approach to music literacy through braille
Presenter:

Chantelle Griffiths, CEO, Tactile and Technology Literacy Centre and Dr Wendy Richards, Braille Music Specialist. Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ)

	12:00pm – 12:30pm:
17c
It feels like people with disabilities are excluded from all those kinds of things.

Presenters:

Madhuka De Silva, Doctoral Candidate, Monash University
	 18b
Braille music our way: introducing a new and unique approach to music literacy through braille continued




12:30pm – 1:30pm: Lunch Break

1:30pm – 2:30pm: Concurrent Sessions 19 & 20
	Session 19 Chair: John Simpson
	Session 20 Chair: Lauren Fountain

	1:30pm – 2:00pm:
19a
Using language rights to advocate for greater braille access
Presenter:
Jodie Lea Martire, PhD candidate, The University of Queensland
	1:30pm – 2:00pm:

20a
Playground for blind and low vision children
Presenter:

Leona Holloway, Monash University

	2:00pm – 2:30pm:
19b
Print Disability Radio – Future directions for radio reading services and distributed audio
Presenter:

Barry Melville, General Manager, Radio 2RPH
	2:00pm – 2:30pm:
20b
Wesseling Awards: celebrating braille music
Presenters:

Neil Jarvis, Dr Wendy Richards, Braille Music Specialist, BLENNZ, Chantelle Griffiths, CEO, Tactile and Technology Literacy Centre


2:30pm – 2:45pm: Break / Move to Plenary
2:45pm – 3:30pm: Plenary Session 21
Chair: Nigel Waring
2:45pm – 3:15pm
21a
Accessible procurement and the Disability Royal Commission
Feature Presenters:

David Swayn, Disability Policy Officer, Australian Communications Consumer Action Network (ACCAN) and Jonathan Craig, Policy Advisor, Vision 2020 Australia
3:15pm – 3:30pm
21b
President’s Final Address
Sonali Marathe

President, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc
3:30pm: Conference finishes
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