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Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc.
2023 Conference Program 
Universal Information Access: Pathways to an Equitable Future 
In almost a decade since the adoption of the Marrakesh VIP Treaty, much progress has been made on improving access for people with print disabilities, but we are not there yet. While the diversity of facilities, access modes and formats have been growing, we are a long way away from a widespread adoption of the principles of universal design in the creation and provision of information, services and technology. 
The 2023 conference will focus on the themes of advocacy, innovation and practice and provide opportunities for people with print disabilities, accessible format producers, libraries, publishers, education institutions, government bodies, technology developers and other key stakeholders to come together to collaborate, share knowledge and learn together.
Dates:
Saturday 6 May to Tuesday 9 May 2023
Venue:
Rydges Sydney Central
28 Albion Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010
Please note: The conference program may be subject to change without notice.
Program Date: 5 April 2023
Welcome
Welcome to the 2023 Round Table Conference. After two years of lock down and restrictions, we are truly pleased to have a face-to-face conference.
We have a wide range of topics in this year’s programme supporting our conference theme “Universal Information Access: Pathways to an Equitable Future”.  We will explore the topics through a mix of presentations, workshops and keynote speakers. 
We are expecting an audience from our traditional participants in Australia and New Zealand and a wider audience from the UK, USA, Europe and South-East Asia.
We are also privileged to have leaders from key service organisations across Australia and New Zealand for a panel discussion on issues facing the sector.  
Thanks
There are several people and organisations that have contributed to make this conference a success and it would be irresponsible of me not to mention them.  I would like to thank:
· The conference programme committee lead by Agata Mrva-Montoya and her team Jane Wagner, Sonali Marathe and Sondra Wibberley.
· Marjorie Hawkings for the endless hours, thoughtfulness, enthusiasm and patience in making this conference possible, especially as we move back to a face-to-face event. 
· NextSense, VisAbility and Vision Australia for producing the conference materials in various accessible formats.
· Guide Dogs NSW for supporting the conference with Orientation and Mobility training of venue staff, conference volunteers and providing safe spaces for our Dog Guides. 
· The Round Table Executive Committee for their time and involvement. I must mention the support from our treasurer, David Rice for ensuring the conference is within the financial goals.
· Our trade exhibitors - Deafblind Information Australia & Access Easy English; Dot Incorporation; HumanWare; Pacific Vision; Pentronics and Quantum RLV.
· To all the presenters and delegates without whom the conference would not be possible.
· Lastly but not least the organisations that have sponsored the 2023 conference. 
· Our Platinum Conference Sponsors - Blind Low Vision NZ, Christian Services for the Blind and Hearing Impaired, EverAbility Group, NextSense and Vision Australia. 
· Our Silver Sponsor – OZeWAI.

Dinesh Burah
Conference Co-ordinator and Vice President

Sponsors
[image: Australian Government logo]
Australian Government’s Department of Social Services 
Round Table proudly acknowledges the support of the Australian Government’s Department of Social Services. The Department provided funding to assist with travel, accommodation and registration costs for consumers to attend the 2023 Round Table Conference.
Platinum Sponsors
Blind Low Vision NZ

Every day, an average of nine New Zealanders turn to Blind Low Vision NZ for support with sight loss. Some are still reeling and are looking for emotional support; many want to find ways to remain self-reliant, to stay in work and get around independently. All want to find ways of doing the things that are important to them. Blind Low Vision NZ is here to provide practical and emotional support, to advocate for inclusive communities and lead the way in vision rehabilitation.
Visit: Blind Low Vision NZ: www.blindlowvision.org.nz/
Christian Services for the Blind and Hearing Impaired
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Christian Services for the Blind & Hearing Impaired [CSFBHI] is a non-profit organisation that serves people who are blind, Deaf, hard of hearing, or have low vision. CSFBHI offers a selection of faith-based alternative print formats in addition to funding the captioning and Auslan interpretation of videos and live events. Established in 1973, the primary focus was on serving individuals who were partially or totally blind before expanding its services to include people who were hard of hearing and Deaf. CSFBHI partner with Vision Australia, Blind Low Vision NZ and Christian Record Services to meet the needs of our low vision and blind clients. The service is free for CSFBHI members and is funded by personal donations, gifts, and the resources of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Australia-New Zealand. CSFBHI is a registered charitable organisation in Australia. It is also listed by the National Library of Australia in its library services and the Australian National Council for the Blind.
Visit: Christian Services for the Blind and Hearing Impaired: www.csfbhi.adventistchurch.com/
EverAbility Group

The EverAbility Group connects, inspires and supports people living with a disability to thrive in their community. EverAbility supports people to develop hobbies, socialise and exercise, while providing access to specialist therapy, education and employment services. We are a specialist service provider to people with print disabilities, with branches in Western Australia and Tasmania.
One of EverAbility's key brands, VisAbility, helps people with low or no vision across Western Australia and Tasmania do the things they love without barriers. Our personalised support team has been changing lives for over 100 years.
Visit: EverAbility Group: www.everabilitygroup.org.au/
NextSense

NextSense is a not-for-profit organisation supporting people who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind or have low vision across Australia. We work with both children, adults and their families to educate and create an individual program of care that meets their unique needs. We’re a registered NDIS provider, and we work with you to achieve your goals and potential.
Our Accessibility and Inclusion service produces a range of materials including early children’s books, exam papers, and assessments through to restaurant menus, for individuals, community groups or organisations in formats that can be used by people who are blind or have low vision.
Visit: NextSense: www.nextsense.org.au/
Vision Australia

Vision Australia is a leading national provider of blindness and low vision services. We work with Australians who are blind or have low vision, helping them live the life they choose.
We support more than 25,500 people of all ages and circumstances. We do this through our online services and at Vision Australia centres. These are located in Victoria, New South Wales, the ACT, Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia. We also offer outreach programs in the Northern Territory and Tasmania. We are a not-for-profit organisation. We’re also a major participant and partner in the international blindness community.
Visit: www.visionaustralia.org
Silver Sponsor
OZeWAI
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OZeWAI is the professional association for Australian digital accessibility specialists and organisations. 
OZeWAI is a not-for-profit membership-based association that focuses on the design and implementation of inclusive digital information, services, experiences and policies that enable people to participate with dignity on an equal basis.
Our vision is that Australians with disability can enjoy, benefit from, and participate fully and equally in the digital economy in accordance with their human rights and Australian law.
OZeWAI exists because we recognise that design decisions can either enable and include or disable and exclude people, particularly those with permanent disabilities. We believe digital accessibility is a human right and identifying and removing barriers to participation is essential for some and useful for all.
OZeWAI promotes and improves member understanding and capacity through networking, education, research and certification. OZeWAI has done so since its inception in the early 1990s.
Visit: OZeWAI: www.ozewai.org


Support
The support of the following organisations is gratefully acknowledged by Round Table. 
Assisted in the production of accessible format conference materials.
· EverAbility Group
· Next Sense.
· Vision Australia.
Assistance with providing volunteers and for training the volunteers and staff at Rydges Sydney Central.
· Guide Dogs NSW.

Exhibitors
Deafblind Information Australia & Access Easy English

Deafblind Information Australia is a consortium of SensesWA, Able Australia and Deafblind Australia which aims to provide current information about services and good practices to support the diverse population of Australians with deafblindness and their families and service providers.
Access Easy English interprets written content into simple everyday language and is supported with images. Consumer engagement is an essential component of the work we do. It means more people can read, understand, and actively use written information.
Visit: Deafblind Information Australia: www.deafblindinformation.org.au/ and Access Easy English: accesseasyenglish.com.au/
Dot Incorporation

Since 2015, Dot Incorporation has reinvented accessibility for the visually impaired with Braille assistive technology, accumulating more than 120 global patents in assistive technology. With global partners around the globe, Dot Inc. has presented the world’s first Braille smartwatch. From 2020 and beyond, Dot Incorporation aimed to expand its mission to create a barrier-free infrastructure with award-winning inventions and patented technologies.
HumanWare

HumanWare specialises in the design and manufacture of highly intuitive and intelligent solutions for people living with vision loss or visual impairment. From electronic magnifiers to talking GPS to braille devices, HumanWare solutions help all users live independently and participate successfully in today’s world. Available in more than 25 languages, our full range of products make us the global leader in our industry.
Visit: Humanware: www.humanware.com/en-australia/home

Pacific Vision
[image: PV-Logo]http://www.lowvision.com.au/index.php?route=common/home
Pacific Vision distributes a wide range of speech, braille and magnification products, many of which are suitable for students studying across an array of disciplines. Our new SensePlayer is used in homes and libraries across Australia and New Zealand as a means of accessing content in a wide range of audio or text formats. As a trusted supplier in the education and employment sectors, our staff strive to find the most appropriate equipment at the best price. As as a registered NDIS provider we can work with you to trial equipment until you are certain you've found the optimal device for your requirements.
Visit: Pacific Vision: www.lowvision.com.au


Pentronics
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Pentronics is the sole importer and Master Distributor of Index Braille products for Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific. With almost 40 years experience in braille production, Pentronics can assist with all your braille requirements.
Pentronics is also the supplier of Zychem Swell Form tactile imaging heaters and paper, as well as Eurobraille's range of braille displays and braille note-takers. Pentronics also provides service for a wide variety of adaptive technology devices from braille note-takers and displays to Perkins braillers. 
Visit: Pentronics: www.pentronics.com.au
Quantum RLV

Quantum Reading Learning Vision (RLV) is a leading supplier of software and assistive technology in the field of Print Disability, primarily blindness and low vision products, but including technologies that may benefit many people without vision impairment who nevertheless have difficulty with reading and writing.
Some of these products are industry standards such as Duxbury Braille Translator, JAWS, OpenBook, PIAF, Mountbatten Braille Writer and Zoomtext. Some are less well known, such as the OrCam, C-Pen, CloverBook and Compact 10 HD speech. All of our solutions are backed by 9 consultants covering NSW QLD VIC TAS and NT, plus agents in WA and NZ, and three showrooms. Quantum visits schools, workplaces and people's homes to trial equipment, and is a registered NDIS provider.
Visit: Quantum RLV: www.quantumrlv.com.au


Donations
Round Table would like to acknowledge the generosity of the following businesses for their donations, including gifts for conference delegates and volunteers.
	
Visit: Blind Low Vision NZ: www.blindlowvision.org.nz/
Phone: 0800 24 33 33 (NZ)
Phone: +64 9 281 6500
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Visit: BWS Concord, NSW
Phone: (+61) 02 9743 5212
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Visit: Dan Murphy's; www.danmurphys.com.au
Phone: (+61) 02 9324 0100
	
Visit: EverAbility Group: www.everabilitygroup.org.au/
Phone: (+61) 08 9311 8203
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Visit: Guide Dogs: www.nsw.guidedogs.com.au/
Phone: (+61) 02 9412 9300
	
Visit: Next Sense: www.nextsense.org.au/
Phone: (+61) 1300 581 391

	[image: https://media.datahc.com/Hotelier/Property/Logo/property-logo6739.png?cache=bd25e0a9-1484-47f8-bba9-56d752d1830b]
Visit: Rydges: www.rydges.com/accommodation/sydney-nsw/sydney-central
Phone: (+61) 02 9289 0000
	
Visit: Vision Australia: www.visionaustralia.org
Phone: (+61) 1300 84 74 66





Saturday 6 May 2023
Australian Braille Authority (ABA) Annual Meeting
Venue:
Rydges Sydney Central
9:00am – 10:00am Registration
10:00am – 10:30am Morning Tea
10:30am – 5:00pm ABA Annual Meeting
Chair: Jordie Howell
The agenda for the day will be circulated prior to the meeting. Further details will be made available through the OZBRL listserv.
12:30pm – 1:30pm Lunch
1:30pm – 3:00pm ABA Meeting continued
3:00pm – 3:30pm Afternoon Tea
3:30pm – 5:00pm ABA Meeting continued
6:00pm – 8:00pm Welcome Function and Conference Opening
Venue: Oxford 2 Room, Rydges Sydney Central

Sunday 7 May 2023
8:30am – 9:15am Registration
8:30am – 5:30pm Technology and Services Exhibition 
9:15am – 10:30am Session 1 Plenary
Chair: Sonali Marathe
9:15am – 9:45am:
Conference Announcements and Roll Call
9:45am – 10:00am
Welcome and President’s Introduction:
Sonali Marathe, President, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc.
10:00am – 10:30am
[bookmark: _Hlk127127623]1	Harder, Better, Faster, Stronger!
Keynote Address via Zoom:
Richard Orme, Chief Executive, DAISY Consortium
10:30am – 11:00am Morning Tea
11:00am – 12:30pm Concurrent Sessions 2 & 3
	[bookmark: RowTitle_Session2And3]Session 2 Chair: Sondra Wibberley
	Session 3 Chair: Jordie Howell

	11:00am – 11:30am:
2a	What Have We Learned? 
Presenter:
Manisha Amin, CEO, Centre for Inclusive Design (CFID)
	11:00am – 11:30am:
3a	The Long and Winding Road to Audio Description on Australian Television: Lessons in Systemic Advocacy
Presenter via Zoom:
Lauren Henley, Senior Systemic Advocate at the Australian Federation of Disability Organisations (AFDO)

	11:30am – 12:00pm:
2b	ARC Linkage Project: 3D Printing for Touch Readers – The Finishing Touches
Presenter:
Leona Holloway, Research Assistant, Inclusive Technologies, Faculty of Information Technology, Monash University
	11:30am – 12:00pm:
3b	Bringing Braille LEGO Bricks Downunder
Presenters: 
Dr Melissa Fanshawe, Senior Lecturer, University of Southern Queensland and Tony Wu, National Product & DVA Manager for Commercial Services, Vision Australia

	12:00pm – 12:30pm:
2c	Accessing Financial Services and Products
Presenter:
Fiona Woods, President, Blind Citizens Australia 
	[bookmark: _Hlk30759329] 12:00pm – 12:30pm:
3c	Certification in Unified English Braille
Presenters:
Dr Frances Gentle, Lecturer; Josie Howse, Adjunct Research Fellow, NextSense and Craig Cashmore, Director – Development, PeppaCode P/L



12:30pm – 1:30pm: Lunch Break
1:30pm – 3:00pm: Concurrent Sessions 4 & 5
	[bookmark: RowTitle_Session4And5]Session 4 Chair: Dinesh Burah
	Session 5 Chair: Jane Wegener

	1:30pm – 2:00pm:
4a	Accessible Formats – Steps to Access and Inclusion: What Is Still missing?
Presenters:
Meredith Prain, Able Australia; Cathy Basterfield, Access Easy English
	1:30pm – 2:00pm:
5a	(Accessibly) Mapping the Werribee Mansion and Gardens
Presenters:
Dr Dagmar Reinhardt, Associate Professor, The University of Sydney and Leona Holloway, Research Assistant, Monash University

	2:00pm – 2:30pm:
4b	When Perfect Is the Enemy of Good – Suggestions for a Pragmatic Approach to Accessibility
Presenters:
Lars Ballieu Christensen, Senior Accessibility Advisor and Tanja Stevns, Special Education Teacher, Vision, Sensus
	2:00pm – 3:00pm:
5b	Museum for Touch Workshop
Understanding Museum Exhibits through Touch – Towards Object Based Learning and Universal Access for Blind and Low Vision Children and Adults
Facilitator:
Dr Dagmar Reinhardt

	2:30pm – 3:00pm:
4c	A New Centre for Assistive Technology Research
Presenter:
Kim Marriott, Director, Centre for Assistive Technology, Monash University
	


3:00pm – 3:30pm: Afternoon Tea
3:30pm – 4:30pm: Concurrent Sessions 6 & 7
	[bookmark: RowTitle_Session6And7]Session 6 Chair: Dinesh Burah
	Session 7 Chair: Phia Damsma

	3:30pm – 4:00pm:
6a	Accessible Libraries for People with Print Disabilities in Australia
Presenter:
Dr Jo Kaeding, Course Coordinator, University of South Australia
	3:30pm – 4:30pm:
7a	TapeBlock: Creative Circuit Making for All
Presenter:
Kirsten Ellis, Senior Lecturer, Monash University

	4:00pm – 4:30pm:
6b	Books without Barriers: A Practical Guide to Inclusive Publishing
Presenters:
[bookmark: _Hlk129631425]Julie Ganner AE, Dr Agata Mrva-Montoya, Maryanne Park AE and Kayt Duncan, Accessibility Initiative Working Party, Institute of Professional Editors

	


4:30pm – 4:45pm: Afternoon Break
4:45pm – 5:45pm: Session 8 Round Table AGM
Chair: Sonali Marathe
5:45pm:	Close of Day One

Monday 8 May 2023
8:30am:	Registration opens 
9:00am – 10:30am: Plenary Session 9
Chair: Sonali Marathe
9:00am – 9:30am:
Welcome and Roll Call.
9:30am – 10:30am:
9	The Vision for the Future
CEO Panellists:
Anna Presser, EverAbility Group; Chris Rehn, NextSense; John Mulka, Blind Low Vision NZ; Ron Hooton, Vision Australia
10:30am – 11:00am Morning Tea


11:00am – 12:30pm: Concurrent Sessions 10 & 11
	[bookmark: RowTitle_Session10And11]Session 10 Chair: Annette Sutherland
	Session 11 Chair: David Rice

	11:00am – 11:30am:
10a	Designing a Better Book: Outcomes of User Testing on Accessible Art Book 
Presenters via Zoom:
John O'Neill, Founder and Deanna Lorianni, Found, Color to Sound, LLC 
	11:00am – 11:30am:
11a	An Equitable World at Your Fingertips
Presenter via Zoom:
Andrew Backhouse, Marketing, Braille House

	11:30am – 12:00pm:
10b	Keeping Braille on the Agenda: The Braille (?) Needs Assessment
Presenter:
Tricia d’Apice, Lead Consultant Vision Impairment, NextSense Connected Services
	11:30am – 12:00pm:
11b	AAC & Physical Print Disability – What’s the Link and Where to Next
Presenter:
Marie-Christine Lamy, Readily AACcessible

	12:00pm – 12:30pm:
10c	Securing the Future of Music Braille: Strategic Interventions from the DAISY Music Braille Project to Safeguard Music Braille Production and Use
Presenter via Zoom:
Dr Sarah Morley Wilkins, Project Manager & User Experience Consultant of the DAISY Consortium’s Music Braille Project
	12:00pm – 12:30pm:
11c	Neeje: Empowering People with Print Disabilities to Provide a Fully Informed Consent
Presenter via Zoom:
Dr Ankur Gupta, Founder, Neeje


12:30pm – 1:30pm: Lunch Break
1:30pm – 3:00pm: Concurrent Sessions 12 & 13
	[bookmark: RowTitle_Session12And13]Session 12 Chair: David Rice
	Session 13 Chair: Nigel Waring

	1:30pm – 2:00pm:
12a	Representing Visual Information in Sound: Latest Learnings about Sonification Use
Presenter:
Phia Damsma, Creative Director, Sonokids Australia
	1:30pm – 2:00pm:
13a	A Dutch approach to inclusive education
Presenter:
Dick Lunenborg, Co-founder Bartiméus Fablab

	2:00pm – 2:30pm:
12b	The Trouble with Maths
Presenter:
Peter Cracknell, Manager of Vision and Blindness Technologies, Quantum RLV
	2:00pm – 3:00pm:
13b	ABA Workshop: First Nations Languages and Braille
Facilitator:
Tristan Clare, Executive Committee Member, Australia Braille Authority

	2:30pm – 3:00pm:
12c	Increased Access to Confident and Independent Graph Creation by Blind People
Presenter:
A. Jonathan R. Godfrey, Senior Lecturer in Statistics, Massey University
	


3:00pm – 3:30pm: Afternoon Tea
3:30pm – 5:00pm Plenary Session 14
Chair: Nigel Waring
3:30pm – 4:00pm
14a	Barriers and Enablers for Preparation for Employment for Students with Blindness and Low Vision in Mainstream Secondary Schools 
Feature Presenter:
Dr Melissa Fanshawe, Senior Lecturer, University of Southern Queensland
4:00pm – 4:30pm
14b	Digital Accessibility – State of the Nation
Feature Presenter:
[bookmark: _Hlk127127454]Stewart Hay, Managing Director, Intopia 
4:30pm – 5:00pm
14c	Conference Sponsor Session
Platinum Sponsors
· Blind Low Vision NZ.
· Christian Services for the Blind and Hearing Impaired.
· EverAbility Group Ltd.
· Next Sense.
· Vision Australia.
6:00pm – 7:00pm Pre-dinner Drinks
7:00pm – 11:00pm Conference Dinner
Venue: Surry Room, Rydges Sydney Central
Tuesday 9 May 2023
8:30am:	Registration opens 
9:00am – 10:30am: Plenary Session 15
Chair: Frances Gentle
9:00am – 9:30am:
Welcome and Roll Call
9:30am – 10:00am
15a	Accessible ICT procurement Implementation Guide for Australian Universities 
Keynote Address:
Darlene McLennan, Australian Disability Clearinghouse on Education and Training; David Swayn, National Disability Coordination Officer Program; Andrew Arch and Neil Jarvis, Intopia; and Steve Johnston, Council of Australasian University Information Technology Directors
10:00am – 10:30am
15b	Telstra 5G Touch and Track 
Feature Presenter:
Chris Harrop, Telstra Sports Technology Lead, Telstra
10:30am – 11:00am: MorningTea
11:00am – 12:30pm: Concurrent Sessions 16 & 17
	[bookmark: RowTitle_Session16And17]Session 16 Chair: Agata Mrva-Montoya
	Session 17 Chair: Sondra Wibberley

	11:00am – 11:30am:
16a	WCAG 2.2 and Other Standards
Presenter:
Sarah Pulis, Director, Intopia
	11:00am – 11:30am:
17a	UV Printing and Laser Cutting Accessible Materials
Presenters:
Peter Le, Team Leader Transcription and Trent Betts, Accessible Format Producer (STEM), Vision Australia 

	11:30am – 12:00pm:
16b	The Power of AI for the Future of Information Access
Presenters:
Jack Tyrrell, Client Relationship Manager and Dr Jennyfer Lawrence Taylor, Senior User Experience Designer and Researcher, Centre for Inclusive Design
	11:30am – 12:00pm:
17b	Technology Assisted Voting in Australia
Presenter:
Jackson Reynolds-Ryan, Policy and Advocacy Manager, Blind Citizens Australia

	12:00pm – 12:30pm:
16c	Smart Glasses: What Do People Who Are Blind or Have Low Vision Really Want from Smart Devices?
Presenters:
Bhanuka Gamage, Inclusive Technologies Lab Monash University and Toan Do, Nicholas Price and Kim Marriot
	12:00pm – 12:30pm:
17c	Big Visions: Creating Diverse Content at Vision Australia Library 
Presenters:
Sarah Bloedorn, Library Strategic Lead and Vildana Praljak, Library Manager, Vision Australia 



12:30pm – 1:30pm: Lunch Break
1:30pm – 3:00pm: Concurrent Sessions 18 & 19
	[bookmark: RowTitle_Session18And19]Session 18 Chair: Jane Wegener
	Session 19 Chair: Leona Holloway

	1:30pm – 2:00pm:
18a	Assistive Technology Update
Presenter:
Damian McMarrow, National Access Technology Manager, Vision Australia
	1:30pm – 3:00pm:
19a	ANZAGG Meeting and Showcase
Facilitator:
Leona Holloway 

	2:00pm – 3:00pm:
18b	How to Make a PDF Accessible in Adobe InDesign
Presenter:
Vithya Vijayakumare, Senior Digital Accessibility Specialist, VisAbility Ltd
	 


3:00pm – 3:30pm: Afternoon Tea Break
3:30pm – 5:00pm: Plenary Session 20
Chair: John Simpson
3:30pm – 4:30pm
[bookmark: _Hlk127126353]20a	Implementing the Marrakesh Treaty: Responding to the Challenges on the Ground
Feature Presenters:
[bookmark: _Hlk127126327]Victoria Owen, Information Policy Scholar-Practitioner, Faculty of Information, University of Toronto; Jessica Coates, Senior Rights Advisor, National Library of Australia and Sarah Powell Executive Officer, Australian Digital Alliance.
4:30pm – 5:00pm
20b	The European Accessibility Act: Its Development and Implications
Feature Presenter:
Roger Firman, Chair, UK Association for Accessible Formats (UKAAF) (via Zoom) 
5:00pm – 5:15pm: President’s Final Address
Sonali Marathe
President, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc.
5:15pm: Conference Finishes
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