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Round Table on Information Access 
for People with Print Disabilities Inc.

Demystifying accessibility for publishers

Wednesday, 18 May 2022
11:30am – 1:00pm: Workshop 2
Demystifying accessibility for publishers

Facilitator: Agata Mrva-Montoya
Presenters: Sonali Marathe; Michael Corrigan and Jeremy Kwok
This workshop aims to demystify accessibility for publishers, and show how publishers can get involved in producing accessible content. It will include a demo of assistive technologies, a short presentation about the process of converting books to accessible formats, and a discussion of what are the best formats for conversion and why, and what publishers can do to create "born-accessible" content. The session will finish with a QA forum for publishers to ask any questions about accessibility. 
At the workshop, you will gain an understanding of:
· the types of print disabilities, accessible formats and assistive technologies
· the process of conversion of publications into accessible formats
· the steps that publishers can take to improve the accessibility of their publications.
Dr Agata Mrva-Montoya is a lecturer and degree director of Master of Publishing in the Department of Media and Communications, University of Sydney. She is a member of Institute of Professional Editors’s Accessibility Initiative Working Party and participant of the Australian Inclusive Publishing Initiative. She led the implementation of accessible publishing practices at Sydney University Press. She has published on the impact of digital technologies and new business models on scholarly communication and the book publishing industry in general.
Sonali Marathe manages the Accessibility and Inclusion team at NextSense, which is responsible for producing accessible formats for people with a print disability. Sonali is also the President of the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities, a member-led organisation that facilitates and influences the production and use of quality alternative formats. Sonali is passionate about equal access to information and has vast experience in alternative format production.

Mike Corrigan is a member of the NextSense Connected Services team. He provides training and support to clients and staff, conducts research into effective ways to use the technology necessary for people with vision impairment to achieve their goals, and presents in degree and professional development programs relating to Access Technology. Mike has been blind since birth and uses technology to help with daily living activities, at work and in his postgraduate studies.

Jeremy Kwok works as a Tax Consultant under the Tax Policy & Advocacy team at the Tax Institute. Jeremy assists with preparing submissions to government bodies on tax law and tax policy issues and creates technical content to support members. Jeremy studied a combined Bachelor of Commerce and Laws and has completed Graduate Diplomas in Legal Practice and Chartered Accounting. Jeremy was born with a genetic condition that has caused his vision to deteriorate since birth. He is blind in his left eye and has minimal vision in his right eye. Jeremy uses a screen reader and magnifier to interact with digital content.
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