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Round Table on Information Access 
for People with Print Disabilities Inc.

Sonification to Access Information
Wednesday, 18 May 2022
9:30am – 11:00am: Workshop 1
Facilitator: Phia Damsma, Sonokids Australia/Sonification World Chat 
This workshop aims to explore and highlight the opportunities of sonification for adoption as an additional or alternative format for access to information. Following a short introduction on this emerging technology, participants will hear about current applications of sonification in such varied areas as: journalism and publishing, sports, STEM education, stock market information, a planetary show, arts and music. Seven expert presenters will share their sonification expertise and projects in a series of short talks (with recorded segments). Then, participants will have the opportunity to engage in discussions with these presenters during the live Q&A.
Wearing headphones is recommended but not essential.

9:30am – 9:45am
Short Introduction
What is sonification; In what fields and what ways is this emerging technology currently being applied; What may its future hold?
9:45am – 10:25am

Feature talks

Series of short presentations, with recorded and live segments by a number of expert presenters (order may change without prior notice):

Action Audio: Making sports broadcasts more accessible to people living with blindness or low vision.
Presenter: Dr Chatai Goncu.

Biography

Cagatay (Chatai) Goncu is a Data Engineer at Tennis Australia Game Insight Group and an adjunct research fellow at Monash University. His interests are in human computer interaction, sport analytics and machine learning. He received his PhD in computer science from Monash University in 2012, followed by a post-doctoral DECRA fellowship in the Inclusive Technologies group at the Department of Human Centred Computing.
Contact: chatai.goncu@tennis.com.au
Website: https://action-audio.com
The Making of 'Audio Universe Tour of the Solar System' (an accessible planetarium show).

Presenter: Chris Harrison.
Biography
Dr Chris Harrison is an astronomer based at Newcastle University in the United Kingdom. He is the director of 'Audio Universe' which is a project exploring how to use sonification for astronomy research and education. The goals are to use sound to enhance scientific discovery and to make astronomy more accessible. 

Contact: christopher.harrison@newcastle.ac.uk
Website: www.audiouniverse.org
‘Create with Light – Student Art with Data Sonification.
Presenter: Jennifer Kotler.

Biography
Jenn Kotler is the user experience designer at the Mikulski Archive for Space Telescopes in the USA. She is working to make space telescope data more accessible so people can do amazing science.
Contact: jkotler@stsci.edu 
Website: jennk.com

The Making of 'Audio Universe Tour of the Solar System' (an accessible planetarium show).
Presenter: Chris Harrison.
Biography
Dr Chris Harrison is an astronomer based at Newcastle University in the United Kingdom. He is the director of 'Audio Universe' which is a project exploring how to use sonification for astronomy research and education. The goals are to use sound to enhance scientific discovery and to make astronomy more accessible. 

Contact: christopher.harrison@newcastle.ac.uk
Website: www.audiouniverse.org
Listening to Images With PixelSynth.
Presenter: Matt Russo
Biography

Matt Russo is an astrophysicist, musician, and sonification specialist. He frequently produces data sonifications for NASA with his project SYSTEM Sounds.

Contact: matt@astromattrusso.com
Website: astromattrusso.com
Title: Never too early to learn sonification.
Presenter: Phia Damsma
Biography

Phia Damsma is Creative Director of Sonokids Australia, which recently launched an app for Early Learning of sonification. She is member of the Sonification World Chat (SWC) and Lead of the SWC Working Group ‘Learn’.
Contact: phia@sonokids.com
Website: sonoplanet.com
Sonification to interpret graph shape using the Desmos graphing calculator.
Presenter: Charlie Roberts
Biography

Charlie Roberts, Victorian Visiting Teacher Service, Secondary Mathematics Teacher, promoting accessible mathematics through EduVis and administrator of 'Educators supporting students with V.I. in Maths' Facebook group.

Contact: charlie@eduvis.com.au
Sonification on the Apple iPhone.
Presenter: Bill Jolley
Biography

Bill Jolley is a mathematician whose interests include new horizons for assistive technology and emerging applications of artificial intelligence. He is Deputy Chair of Vision Australia and a member of the Aged Care Council of Elders which provides community-based advice to the Commonwealth Minister for Health and Aged Care. For eight years he was treasurer of the International Council on English Braille and in 2014 he received the Tammy Axelsen Lifetime Achievement award. 

Contact: wjolley@bigpond.com
10:25am - 11:00 am
Live Q & A, discussions workshop participants and presenters
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