The Quagmire of Technology: how can those with Print Disabilities be empowered to choose the appropriate technology to access print?

Slide 1: The Quagmire of Technology: how can those with Print Disabilities be empowered to choose the appropriate technology to access print?
Presenter: Phillipa Enright 
Advisory Visiting Teacher – Vision Impairment
Brisbane Metropolitan

Slide 2: Outcomes

· Choose the right technology
· Empower students to learn how to choose best technology for them
· Investigate ways in which a wide variety of print materials can be accessed
· Discuss ways in which documents can be manipulated using a variety of technologies
· File sharing/transfer 

Slide 3: Documents 

Please feel free to email me if you would like the following:
· PowerPoint
· Modified Checklist
· Feel free to email:
penri1@eq.edu.au
Slide 4: Your Focus

· Student’s Abilities/Difficulties
· Environmental Considerations
· Tasks
· Sensory Considerations
· Narrowing the Focus
· Creating Solutions
· Choose the right tools/strategies
· Implement Plan

Refer to:
The W.A.T.I. Assessment Package (2004)
Slide 5: Your Focus
Student’s abilities/Difficulties

· Reading Medium
· Print Size
· Handwriting Skills
· Computer/tech skills
Environmental Considerations
· Classroom space
· Location in the room
· Desk space
· Lighting 
Tasks
· Reading
· Writing/Note taking
· Re-format documents
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Sensory Considerations
· Challenges impacting learning (i.e., visual, auditory, tactile)
Narrow the Focus
· Narrow down tasks student needs to learn
Create Solutions
· Brainstorm ideas
· Review solutions
· Complete visual assessment
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Choose the right tools/Strategies
· Select tools and strategies highlighted during brainstorming
Implement Plan
· Trial selected Assistive Technology tools/services/strategies
· Formulate objectives (e.g., training, time frames, time required responsibilities)
Follow-up Plan
· Select personnel responsibilities including specific dates/time frames 

Slide 8: What to consider
· Staff skills/expertise?
 Refer to the following:
· Assistive Technology Resource Guide “Assistive Technology Consideration Resource Guide” from the Georgia Department of Education
· Feature Match Checklist by Scott Marficius and Kelly Fonner
· What tech is currently available in the school?
· What infrastructure does the school currently have (e.g., equipment, file sharing, wi-fi)?
Slide 9: 
Video: Tech in School

Slide 10: Disability Specific Equipment
Pros
· Ease of Use
· Faster
· Less Glitches 
· Printing
· Better ergonomic design 
Cons
· Portability

· Reduced tabletop space

· Repairs

· Cost

· Peer Support

· Training
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Allow student to be a part of the decision making process

Slide 12: Hey, Can I Try That?
Bowser, G, & Reed, P. (2007). "Hey! Can I try That?" - A student Handbook for Choosing and Using Assistive Technology”
Slide 13: The Student
· What’s the problem? Choose a task.
· What’s the situation? Figuring it out.
· Would I use this AT? Trying New Things
· What will I use and how will I use it? Making a Plan.
· What needs to be done? Using it.
· How is my At working of the student? Review the Plan.
· Why?
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Self-Determination - student needs to be able to make decisions and follow through. This needs to be taught and student needs to own his/her learning.

Slide 15: Print Accessibility
· MS Office Suite
· PDF
· Text/Braille files
· Rich Text Format (RTF)
· email
· HTML files
· ePub
· Daisy and other formats
· Video/Photo
· Audio
· Podcasts 
· online courses

Slide 16: Document Manipulation

· OCR
· Image Scanning
· Video Editing/Creation
· Voice Recognition
· PDF Manipulation/Creation
· ePub Manipulation/Creation
· Website Manipulation/Creation
· iTunesU
· Screen Readers
· Screen Enlargement/Manipulation

Slide 17: File Sharing/Transfer

· School/workplace server
· memory stick/iStick/SD card
· email 
· USB/Lightening cord connection to computer
· Portable Hard Drives (including wireless)
· External Hard Drives connected to modern (creating file transfer wirelessly)
· Cloud-based storage (iCloud, Google Drive, One Drive)
· Website
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Video: iDevices in School

Slide 19: Introducing iPad in Schools
· Care for the device
· Learn Accessibility Features
· Pairing
· Turn Voice Over on/off
· Change Refreshable Braille Display Settings
· Refine Braille skills due to Refreshable Braille Display Settings
· Gestures
· Rotor
· Chord Commands
· Qwerty Commands
· File Manage
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Video: Adult sharing own personal experience with technology

Slide 21: What Next?
· Focus on how students use technology generally
· Fine tune process of determine what technology to use and why
· Research current and future trends regarding technology. What will this mean for those with Print Disabilities?

Slide 22: The Last Word

· No technology is perfect - look at the tasks you want to perform
· Set up a toolkit - a suite of alternatives
· Encourage young learners to be inquisitive about technology and to become early adopters as the market place is becoming globalised

Slide 23: The Final Say on Technology

Video My Blackberry is not working
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