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Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc. 

2015 Conference Program Booklet 

Dynamics of information access

Current and future contexts and designs
Information Access is important to all people with print disability, and has many dimensions including format (braille, large print, E-text, etc.), facilities (libraries, websites, agencies, educational institutions, local councils) and modes of access (tablet, laptop, refreshable braille). There has been rapid growth and change in the field and the 2015 Conference will explore the efficacy and efficiency of current access provisions and provide an insight into future designs and models.
Dates:
Saturday 2 May to Tuesday 5 May, 2015
Venue: 
Stamford Plaza Adelaide

150 North Terrace

Adelaide SA 5000
+61 8 8461 1111
Please note: The conference program may be subject to change without notice

Program Date: 22 April 2015
Welcome 

Welcome to the 34th Round Table Conference “Dynamics of information access - Current and future contexts and designs”.
Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities was established in 1981.  Its aim is to facilitate and influence the production and use of quality accessible formats for and by people with print disabilities. 

This year's program includes a wide range of topics which will be explored through a mix of presentations and workshops with a technology exhibition being held in association with the conference.  

We welcome you to Adelaide and to the 2015 Round Table Conference.

Thanks 

I would like to thank:

· Tammy for the endless hours, thoughtfulness, enthusiasm and patience in making this conference possible
· Trudy Smith and Dr Frances Gentle for their wonderful and time consuming work on the conference program
· Sonali Marathe and her team for their patience whilst producing and co-ordinating alternative format material production and circulation of Conference documentation

· Member organisations who have contributed staff time and materials for the conference. I would particularly like to acknowledge the contribution of: Amanda Grayson and the transcription staff at the Blind Foundation New Zealand, Karen Clark, Kaye Gole and the transcription staff at the Department of Education, Training and Employment, Queensland, Kathy Riessen and the transcription team at South Australian School for Vision Impaired, Isobel Laverty and the transcription staff at the Royal Society of the Blind, S.A., Sonali Marathe and the transcription staff at the Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children, Dinesh Burah and the transcription staff at VisAbility and Jane Wegener and the transcription staff at Vision Australia
· The Round Table Executive Committee for their time and involvement
· Annette Sutherland for her willing assistance with conference tasks
· John Simpson and Dinesh Burah for assisting with the audio visuals 
· Guide Dogs South Australia for training the volunteers and staff at the Stamford Plaza Adelaide
· The volunteers who have given their time and energy to assist with the smooth running of the Conference
· Management and staff at the Stamford Plaza Adelaide for their efforts to make our stay enjoyable
· To all the Presenters, Delegates, Sponsors and Trade Exhibitors without whom the conference would not be possible.
Elisabeth Wegener
2015 Conference Co-ordinator
 Sponsors
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Media Access Australia – Gold Sponsor 

Media Access Australia is Australia’s only independent not-for-profit organisation devoted to increasing access to media for people with a disability.

Access to media, enabled through technology, empowers people to be independent, gain knowledge, make their own choices and be active members of our society.

They promote inclusion by providing information and expertise on the accessibility of mainstream technologies to government, industry, educators, consumer organisations and individuals.

They work as a catalyst for change across television, video, cinema, the arts, education, digital technology and online media, with a primary focus on people who are blind or vision impaired, or Deaf or hearing impaired. 

Visit: http://mediaaccess.org.au 
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Australian Government’s Department of Social Services 

Round Table proudly acknowledges the support of the Australian Government’s Department of Social Services. 
The Department provided funding to assist with travel, accommodation and registration costs for consumers to attend the 2015 Round Table Conference.
******
Donations

Round Table would like to acknowledge the generosity of the following businesses for their donations, including gifts for conference presenters and volunteers.
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Visit: www.accan.org.au
Phone: 02 9288 4000
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Phone: (08) 8380 5657

www.glenewinestate.com.au
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Jacob’s Creek Visitor Centre
http://www.southaustralia.com/info
Phone:    1300 764 227
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Roadshow Entertainment

Visit: http://roadshow.com.au/
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Queensland University of Technology

Equity Services

www.student.qut.edu.au/services-and-facilities/all-services/disability-support
Phone:  (07) 3138 2699
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http://www.visionaustralia.org/
Phone: 1300 84 74 66



Support

The support of the following organisations is gratefully acknowledged by Round Table.  These organisations assisted in the production of accessible format conference materials. 

· Department of Education, Training and Employment, Queensland
· Blind Foundation New Zealand
· Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children (RIDBC)
· Royal Society for the Blind of SA Inc. 

· South Australian School for Vision Impaired
· VisAbility

· Vision Australia
Exhibitors
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HumanWare 

HumanWare is the global leader in assistive technologies that empower people who are blind or have low vision by giving them the independence to participate effectively within a sighted world. HumanWare offers a wide range of innovative products, including the BrailleNote® Apex and Brailliant, the leading productivity devices for the blind in education, business and for personal use; Victor Reader®, the world's leading family of digital audiobook players; the unique Prodigi family of desktop and portable vision and reading systems, and Trekker® Breeze, the all-in-one handheld talking GPS. Visit:  www.humanware.com
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Pentronics 

Pentronics is the Master Distributor and sole importer of Index Braille Products for Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific. With over 30 years experience in braille production equipment and software, Pentronics can provide the best available equipment, advice and support for any braille production requirement. Please visit our exhibit to see the Index BrailleBox in operation. The BrailleBox is the most technically advanced, high speed braille embosser in the world and the winner of many design awards.

Pentronics is also the major provider of service for adaptive technologies for low vision and blindness in Australia. From electronic magnifiers to braille note-takers and Perkins braillers  ̶  if it's broke, we can probably fix it. 

Visit: http://www.pentronics.com.au 
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Quantum, Reading Learning Vision 
Quantum has been providing products and services to people who have a print disability (low vision, blindness and learning disability) for over 25 years.  We have grown to be the largest supplier of assistive technology in Australia through a dedication to finding the right solution for every individual, and providing the support and training services needed to make them successful.

Quantum supplies assistive technology solutions to the education, corporate and government sectors, as well as to the growing population of older Australians who are losing their vision due to conditions such as Macular Degeneration. The growth of our business has been achieved largely through the recommendations and referrals from satisfied clients.

Visit: www.quantumrlv.com.au 
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Vision Australia
Vision Australia is a leading national provider of blindness and low vision services in Australia. We work in partnership with Australians who are blind or have low vision to help them achieve the possibilities they choose in life.

The Accessible Information Solutions division provides a free public library service for people with a print disability through Vision Australia Information Library Service (VAILS) and an alternate formats production service. VAILS has over 46,000 titles available in print alternative books, magazines, newspapers and music scores. 

The Technology Development and Support area are developing new products to ensure library members continue to have access to materials in the ever changing digital environment.

Come along to our display table and say hello and hear about some of our exciting developments including the 3G online and Wi-Fi DAISY players. 

Visit: www.visionaustralia.org 
Program

Saturday 2nd May, 2015

9.30 am 
Registration
10.00 – 10.30 am 
Morning Tea
	10.30 am – 12.30 pm  

	Australian Braille Authority (ABA) Annual Meeting 

Chair: Christine Simpson 
(Agenda distributed by ABA)


12.30 – 1.30 pm 
Lunch 
	1.30 – 3.00 pm  
ABA Meeting continued 


3.00 – 3.30 pm 
Afternoon Tea
	3.30 – 5.00 pm  
ABA Meeting continued 


6.30 – 8.30 pm 
Welcome Function and Conference Opening

Venue: Crystal Room Stamford Plaza

Sunday 3rd May, 2015
8.30 – 9.30 am 
Registration

8.30 – 5.30 pm 
Technology and Services Exhibition 
	9.30 – 10.45 am — Session 1

Chair:
Neil Jarvis, 
President Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc.

	9.30 – 10.15 am
Conference Announcements and Roll Call 

Welcome and President’s Introduction
Neil Jarvis, President,
Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc.
10.15 – 10.45 am 

Keynote Address: Blindness – An Information Disability 
John Simpson (Director, Information Alternatives)



10.45 – 11.15 am
Morning Tea
	11.15 am – 12.15 pm — Session 2

Chair:  Roley Stuart (Deputy Principal, Kilparrin Teaching and Assessment School & Services)

	11.15 – 11.45 am
The dynamics of the accessibility equation in the educational context 
Sonali Marathe (Coordinator RIDBC Alternative Format Publications)

Brian Conway (Coordinator RIDBC School Support Service, Vision Impairment) 

Michelle Knight (RIDBC Access Technology Consultant)

	11.45 – 12.15 pm
WEB and PDF Accessibility: New Tools for Changing Times 
Tim Connell (Managing Director, Quantum: Reading, Learning, Vision)


12.15 – 1.30 pm 
Lunch and visit Trade Exhibitors 

Sunday 3rd May, 2015 (continued)
	1.30 – 3.00 pm — Session 3 
Chair: Dinesh Burah (Manager, Accessible Information Services, VisAbility)

	1.30 – 2.00 pm 
Exhibitor Showcase

2.00 – 3.00 pm 
Exhibitor Workshops (concurrent sessions)
HumanWare 

What's new in the Victor Reader Stream?

Presented by Ramona Mandy 

Pentronics

Getting the most out of your braille embosser — including tactile graphics in braille documents.
Presented by Nigel Herring


3.00 – 3.30 pm 
Afternoon Tea
	3.30 – 5.30 pm — Session 4

Chair: Trudy Smith (Manager, Continuing Education, Renwick Centre, RIDBC)

	3.30 – 4.30 pm 
Panel Discussion: Free technology 
Tim Connell (Managing Director, Quantum)
James Teh (Director, NV Access), 
Michelle Knight (RIDBC Access Technology Consultant), 
Neil Jarvis (Executive Director Strategic Relations, Accessibility, Blind Foundation, New Zealand)
4.30 – 5.30 pm 
Round Table Annual General Meeting


Monday 4th May, 2015

8.00 am – 8.30 am 
Registration

8.00 am – 5.30 pm
Technology and Services Exhibition 
	8.30 – 9.45 am — Session 5

Chair: Neil Jarvis, President Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc

	8.30 – 9.00 am 
Conference Announcements and Roll Call  
9.00 – 9.45 am 
Keynote Address – It’s All Part of the Show: When Access is Embedded in the Performing Arts Experience 

Emma Bennison (CEO of Arts Access Australia)

Gaelle Mellis (Creative, Access2Arts)


Lara Torr (Audio describer, Access2Arts)


9.45 – 10.15 am
Morning Tea
	10.15 am – 12.15 pm — Session 6

	Session 6a
Workshop

Australian Braille Authority 
	Session 6b
Workshops 

Chair: Roley Stuart (Deputy Principal, 
Kilparrin Teaching and Assessment School & Services)

	10.45 am – 12.15 pm 

Braille Music: Options for accessing printed scores through software
Jordie Howell (Braille Music Transcriber and Adult Braille Trainer,  Vision Australia)
Kathy Riessen (Coordinator, Alternative Print Production, South Australian School for Vision Impaired)
Nigel Herring (Pentronics)

	10:15 – 11:10 am  
Reading and Responding to text in the iOS environment 
Jim Sprialis (Sprialis Consulting) 

	
	11:20 am – 12:15 pm 

Using iPhones/ iPads to their full potential
Philippa Enright (Itinerant Teacher - Vision Impairment, Education Queensland)
David Chittenden (Rehabilitation Counsellor and Family Therapist)


12.15 – 1.15 pm
Lunch 
Monday 4th May (continued)

	1.15 – 3.15 pm — Session 7

	Session 7a
Workshops


	Session 7b
(Presentations)

Chair: Sonali Marathe (Coordinator RIDBC Alternative Format Publications)

	 1.15 – 2.10 pm 
Clear Print Guidelines 
Kathy Riessen (Coordinator, Alternative Print Production, South Australian School for Vision Impaired) 
	1.15 – 2.10 pm 

The quagmire of technology 
Philippa Enright (Itinerant Teacher - Vision Impairment, Education Queensland)


	2.20 – 3.15pm

A New Approach
Susannah Kinny (Children’s Services State Practice Leader, Vidkids Coordinator, Paediatric Occupational Therapist, Vision Australia, Brisbane)
	2.20 – 3.15 pm 

Brainstorming graphics – breaking down the barriers to graphical materials for people with a vision impairment 
Leona Holloway (Project Officer "Improving vision impaired students' access to graphics in Higher Education", Monash University)


3.15 – 3.45 pm Afternoon Tea 
	3.45 – 5.30 pm — Session 8

Chair: Trudy Smith (Manager, Continuing Education, Renwick Centre, RIDBC)


	3.45 – 4.45 pm
Accessible Documents 
Tom Smith (via remote access)  
Accessible Information Consultant,  Blind Foundation, New Zealand
4.45 – 5.15pm 
AD 2020 – What will audio description look like in 5 years? 
Alex Varley – CEO of Media Access Australia (MAA)


6.45 pm 
Pre-Dinner Drinks 
7.15 pm 
Conference Dinner
Sponsored by Media Access Australia
Tuesday 5th May,  2015
8.30 – 9.00 am 
Registration

	9.00 – 10.30 am — Session 9

Chair: Neil Jarvis – President Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc

	9.00 – 9.30 am 
Conference Announcements and Roll Call

9.30 – 10.00 am 
Keynote Address – Google Docs

Ryan Jones, Marketing Coordinator, Connecting Up


10.30 – 11.00 am
Morning Tea 
	11.00 am – 12.30 pm – Session 10a 

Chair: Kathy Riessen (Coordinator Alternative Print Production, South Australian School for Vision Impaired)
	11.00 am – 12.30 pm – Session 10b

Chair: Michelle Knight (Access Technology Consultant)

	11.00 – 11.25 am 

Professionals who are blind share educational experience and advice: Accessing the Australian National Curriculum – what skills and technology do blind students need? 
Shane Doepel (Assistant Principal - Support Teacher Vision, NSW Department of Education and Communities)
	11.00 – 11.25 am 

The telephone – Still an inclusive channel for audio access to fast changing information Clive Lansink (Engineer specialising in computer software)

	11.30 – 11.55 am 

Unified English Braille projects promoting code learning and braille writing
Dr Frances Gentle (Lecturer, RIDBC and the University of Newcastle)

Josie Howse  (Manager of the Braille & Large Print Service, NSW Department of Education and Communities)
	11.30 – 11.55 am 

Failing to Plan is Planning to Fail: Universal Design for Learning and Differentiated Instruction
Trudy Smith (Manager, Continuing Education, Renwick Centre, RIDBC)


Tuesday 5th May (continued)
	12.00 – 12.30 pm 

Tactual maps: where are we going? 
Tom Macmahon (Assistive Technology Advisor, Education Queensland)
	12.00 – 12.30 pm 

Accessibility and Restrictions of Google Docs 
Neil Jarvis (Executive Director Strategic Relations, Accessibility, Blind Foundation, New Zealand)
Karen Gilligan (Blind & Low Vision Education Network New Zealand) 


12.30 – 1.30 pm 
Lunch
	1.30 – 3.30 pm — Session 11

Chair: Brian Conway (Coordinator, RIDBC School Support Service, Vision Impairment)

	1.30 – 2.00 pm
An overview of how the Disability Services Commissioner aims to reach its diverse audience 
Dina Theodoropoulos 
(Capacity Development Officer, Disability Services Commissioner, Victoria)

	2.00 – 3.00 pm
Panel Discussion - Strategies for overcoming barriers to print accessibility in the classroom 

Chair: Trudy Smith
(Manager, Continuing Education, Renwick Centre, RIDBC)
Brian Conway (Coordinator, RIDBC School Support Services, Vision Impairment) 
Philippa Enright (Itinerant Teacher - Vision Impairment, Education Queensland), 
Shane Doepel (Assistant Principal - Support Teacher Vision, NSW Department of Education and Communities)


	3.00 – 3.30 pm
President’s Final Address 
Neil Jarvis
President, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc.  


3.30 pm 
Close 
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