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Round Table on Information Access

for People with Print Disabilities Inc.
Australian Braille Authority

Report of the Chair – May 2013
Introduction 

With great pleasure, I report on another productive and rewarding year for our Australian Braille Authority, which continues to grow stronger and more influential. It has become a better communicator, more participatory and above all, a more skilled educator. Its member personnel remain enthusiastic, talented, open to change, and willing to teach, to learn and to share. 

Executive Committee

The Executive of Jordie Howell, Josie Howse, Bill Jolley, Kathy Riessen, Linda Triasmono and myself (Christine Simpson), was re-elected at our 2012 national meeting. We continue to meet monthly by teleconference. In particular, I acknowledge with sincere appreciation the secretarial support given by Linda Triasmono, during what has been for her, a most difficult year healthwise. I also acknowledge with sincere appreciation the secretarial support given (sometimes with very short notice) by Jordie Howell. 

At most Executive meetings, we are joined by Annette Sutherland — re-elected Convenor of our Sydney Braille Forum and Nicole Donaldson — re-elected Convenor of the Queensland Braille Forum. Having both Annette and Nicole participating has greatly aided the two-way flow of information between the Executive and our Braille Forum members. We now look forward to working with Tamara Kearney of the Western Australian Braille group and with other Convenors as additional Braille Forums are established. 

Leona Holloway also attends some Executive meetings. Her "eagle eye" is always on the lookout for braille related news and happenings and her dedication in editing and updating our publications is of great importance in enabling us to move forward as we grow and share members' skills. 
I thank each of you for your obvious support, commitment and hard work.
Around the Country and Beyond

Annette Sutherland and Nicole Donaldson have again provided us with most interesting and informative reports highlighting the activities of our Sydney and Queensland Braille Forums. It is also encouraging to see our braille interested friends in Western Australia reforming into an active group. (See attachments 1 through 3). 
We also have many hard-working member organisations contributing to the work of the ABA where, although Braille Forums are not active, individuals and organisations are undertaking important braille related projects. I acknowledge their vital work in information dissemination and braille promotion right around Australia. Their reports will be attached to our minutes.  
On behalf of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, Maria Stevens again advises of the activities of our sister organisation across the Tasman. Her report will be attached to our minutes. 

2012 National Meeting

The 2012 ABA National Meeting, held at the Association for the Blind in Perth, Western Australia, was well attended by many member organisation representatives from all parts of the country. It provided a great opportunity for networking, and information exchange.

Structure and Accountability

As Chair of the ABA I am a voting member of the Executive of our parent organization, the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc. I report on our activities at their monthly Executive meetings and participate in the broader management of the Round Table. I thank Executive Members, led by Neil Jarvis, for their guidance and support throughout the year.

At their  2012 Annual meeting, a new constitution was adopted. This resulted in minor amendments being required to our ABA Terms of Reference and our Regional Braille Forum Operational Guidelines. Both documents have now been updated and braille and print versions are placed on our ABA webpage – ready for perusal or download. 

Communication

The ABA Executive understands the benefits of regular communication with member organisations and interested individuals. Our major communication activities currently include:

OZBRL Listserv 
OZBRL now has almost 250 subscribers and more than 2600 activity messages. It continues to be a valuable communication tool, providing an easily accessible platform for circulation of notices and other key materials, and also acting as a question and answer forum dealing with issues of braille, software, equipment etc. where answers and suggestions are promptly provided by other readers. 
To join the list, send a blank email, with a blank subject line to: ozbrl-subscribe@yahoogroups,.com. 
I thank Bruce Maguire for his continued moderation of this list. 

ABA Webpage 
Our webpage contains valuable information including links to our guideline documents as well as a practice set of Proficiency Test papers. It can be found on the webpage of the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities at: www.printdisability.org/aba.
ABA Facebook page  
Our Facebook page has been growing slowly but steadily over the last year, with more than 100 Facebook users now "liking" the page. Of these people:

· 75% are female

· 75% are from Australia, with Sydney and Melbourne being by far the most common home towns. 
· 7% are from the US and the remainder are from New Zealand, Canada, UK, Ireland and Kenya. 
· 45-54 is the most popular age group (30%)
The page is updated regularly with information and links about news, events, technology and products relating to braille. Photographs and descriptions of braille in the environment (both good and bad examples) always prove popular. 
An exciting development has been the emergence of a number of facebook pages for other groups with an interest in braille and by connecting with these, we have been able to learn more quickly about braille-related news and spread awareness about ABA. 
To join the ABA Facebook page, just sign in to Facebook, search for "Australian Braille Authority" and click on "like". 
Establishment of Music working group 

Under the leadership of Jordie Howell a sub-committee has been established consisting of musicians, music students and music transcribers. The first task will be the writing of an addendum to the braille music code to set out how Australia’s formatting conventions vary from the International Manual and to include practices not covered in the manual. 

Development of manuals and code books

DBT Producers' Manual 
Edited by Leona Holloway, this manual, available from our webpage, is proving very popular. It is available  as print, large print and braille files. Its content is easy to follow as it guides the reader through the various DBT menus. It includes lots of "how to..." examples and many screen dumps. 
To download, visit http://www.printdisability.org/aba and follow the "publications" link. 

ABA Guidelines for Braille Formatting 
Work has continued on the ABA Rules and Guidelines for Formatting of Braille Material Fourth Edition with fortnightly meetings of the six working group members: Leona Holloway, Christine Simpson, Josie Howse, Kathy Riessen, Linda Triasmono and Shirley Henderson. 

With no foreseeable prospect of international braille formatting guidelines, the aim of the ABA publication is to provide guidance to transcribers which is far more comprehensive than that which was previously available in Australia. The new document includes a small number of rules that must be followed in order for a transcription to be compliant with ABA standards, and a large number of best-practice guidelines. Most items are accompanied by examples and many are also supplemented with instructions on how to achieve the desired formatting using Word and DBT. We will soon have a print and braille draft available for limited distribution, which will call for user feedback. Soon after, the published manual will be available to all for download in both braille and printed formats. 

I feel confident that once the manual is completed and made available, even the most experienced transcribers amongst us will reap its benefits. It is extremely comprehensive with much detail; it is sure to answer all our formatting questions! 
Braille Primer – Australian Edition 
In 2006, we celebrated the release of The Unified English Braille Primer – Australian Edition, edited by Josie Howse. But since then, Josie has continued to document and share her knowledge. 
I now proudly advise that, with "last minute" assistance from Kathy Riessen and Leona Holloway, the major update is complete and this very important publication is now ready for release.  

The new edition incorporates the many small but important changes that result from the further development of UEB; and  with the second edition of the UEB Rulebook due shortly for release, it was even more important that The Primer be brought into line with the Rulebook’s use of language and expression of rules. 
Josie, I sincerely thank you for undertaking what is truly a major task, one of great complexity.  I am truly proud to commend this manual to you all. I encourage you to look for it on, and to download it from, our ABA webpage.  Josie's report forms Attachment 4.  
Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille 

Australia now has 36 holders of the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille – ten of whom are "touch" readers. At the beginning of school term 4 in 2012, thirteen candidates in Australia sat the Proficiency Exam with seven of them (including three "touch" readers) successful in being awarded their Certificate. Dated the 22nd of November 2012, Trans-Tasman Certificates of Proficiency in Unified English Braille were awarded to:

· Louise Armitage of Queensland - who received a Distinction;

· Tristan Clare of New South Wales, Debbie Bodley of Queensland, Kate Stephens of Victoria, and Tamara Johnson Kearney of Western Australia - each of whom received a Credit;  and:

· Helene Merker of Queensland and Carly Turnbull of New South Wales - both of whom received a Pass.   
On behalf of the Australian Braille Authority, I congratulate each of you. I acknowledge the achievements of successful candidates and encourage the unsuccessful to keep practising and to attempt the Certificate examination again soon. Remember the saying - "practice makes perfect"! 
The Trans-Tasman examination, offered annually, is jointly conducted by the ABA and the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust. We encourage employers to recognise the benefits of staff obtaining their Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille and strongly urge them to reward successful employees with appropriate remuneration. 

The three sections of the Proficiency examination test a candidate’s knowledge of the UEB code. 
· Part A: Print to braille transcription of a passage from a book, a recipe, and a poem;

· Part B: Braille to print transcription of a passage from an article; 

· Part C: Proofreading of a passage in braille, with an error-free copy of the text provided in either print or uncontracted marked-up braille.

We thank our colleagues in New Zealand who have worked so closely with us to ensure that this examination is conducted annually and simultaneously. 

My thanks also to Frances Gentle, Josie Howse and Bruce Maguire, who once again took responsibility for preparing and marking all examination materials for our Australian candidates. It is a task which needs a methodical approach and careful attention to detail. 

The 2013 Proficiency Examinations will be conducted in early October; more information shortly. 

International involvements 

Bill Jolley continues to represent Australia on the Executive Committee of the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) – having been re-elected Treasurer for another 4-year term. Most work is done by email, but with quarterly telephone meetings to aid discussion. Bill's ICEB report forms attachment five to this report. 

Jordie Howell has been reappointed chair of the ICEB Music Committee. Her Committee is initially working to learn what is happening with transcription and distribution of braille music worldwide and they endeavour to guide deliberations on what practices should be in use. 
Leona Holloway and I both serve on ICEB's UEB Code Maintenance Committee. This Committee is ably chaired by Phyllis Landon of Canada and all ICEB member countries are represented. While UEB has, or currently is, being implemented, there is still considerable work to do to monitor for implementation problems, which can then be addressed to enhance usability and clarity and avoid clashes with other code decisions and practices. More information about its activities is available from Bill's report. 
Immediately following the Round Table conference of last year, our Australian delegation of Bill Jolley, Leona Holloway, Josie Howse and myself, were off to Johannesburg South Africa, to participate as delegates in the Fifth General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille, being held from 6th to 10th May. Our report has been circulated with your Conference documents and can also be downloaded from the Round Table website. 

The Assembly is primarily a "working meeting". It takes reports and discussion from each of its many committees, as well as a number of presentations from delegates wishing to share with attendees innovative braille related projects and advances and technologies in which they have involvements.

A number of resolutions were also proposed, debated and adopted. Our ABA Executive members all currently have responsibilities on ICEB working committees. 

We thank the Round Table, in particular its member organisations which directly contributed financially towards our attendances; it was truly an amazing experience! It was also Australia's opportunity to clearly demonstrate that we are prepared to take the lead. 

Braille Activities in East Asia and the South Pacific Region  

The major thrust of braille-related activities in the East-Asia and Pacific region during 2012 consisted of short-term projects undertaken by Ann Clark, Ben Clare and Frances Gentle in Fiji, Samoa, Papua New Guinea and Timor-Leste. The projects were funded by ICEVI in partnership with AusAID and Fiji Society for the Blind in Fiji; Callan Services for Disabled Persons and UNICEF in PNG; Royal Australasian College of Surgeons  and Friends of Same in Timor-Leste; and self-funding by Ben in Samoa.

In summary, Ben and Frances delivered a one-week training program in inclusive education and braille mathematics for 25 school teachers working in primary schools in Same, a sub-district of the Manufahi District of Timor-Leste. Ann provided a one-week training program in inclusive education and braille music for the staff of Fiji School for the Blind. This included training support for five teachers from rural schools that are enrolling students with vision impairment.  Ben’s projects during 2012 included braille support for Senese Resource Centre in Samoa and a review of braille production services in PNG. The PNG project was initiated by Callan Services, in partnership with the PNG government, non-government and UN agencies, for the purpose of establishing a network of braille satellite centres across the country. 

These braille projects have highlighted the importance of strong connections with national organisations that are committed to promoting braille and school access for children with vision impairments. With low school enrolment and literacy rates among children with disabilities in island nations in our region, there is still a long way to go in implementing sustainable braille facilities and braille training programs. For many children with disability, school is not yet an option. As a result, braille promotion must go hand-in-hand with visual screening and community-based programs promoting disability awareness and the rights of children with disability.

Congratulations

In drawing this report to a close, it would be remiss of me not to acknowledge a most exciting happening of earlier this year – the awarding of the Order of Australia Medal to Mrs Gwen Hay for Services to Braille. 

Gwen is currently a volunteer transcriber for the Queensland Braille Writing Association and has had over sixty years of experience in transcribing and teaching Braille. Stephen Jolley, presenter of Vision Australia's Talking Vision recently spoke with Gwen as she reflected on her relationship with braille. The interview can be heard (as part of that week's program). Listen here at: 
http://cp166026.p1.videos.viostream.com/1917_143188_25858_mp3high.mp3 

Congratulations Mrs Gwen Hay OAM. 
Conclusion 

Once again the Australian Braille Authority has had a very busy year. I thank all who have contributed to our work, be it at the local, national or international level. Your efforts are not only appreciated by those of us here today, but also by the many thousands of blind people worldwide who in some way may benefit from your contribution. 

I would particularly like to thank Executive members of the Round Table on Information Access for their support; ABA Executive colleagues and key personnel for their hard work and willingness to take on various responsibilities; and our Braille Forum leaders whose enthusiasm for the promotion of braille helps ensure that our message reaches far and wide. 

Christine Simpson

Chair — Australian Braille Authority

May 2013 
Attachment 1:
Sydney Braille Forum: Review of 2012/2013.

Convenor – Annette Sutherland

Secretary – Gail Story

Braille music was the focus for our meetings in May and August, in response to members seeking more information in this area.

For our first meeting we held a mini-workshop where participants were given some basics of braille music notation. They were also encouraged to bring along any braille music examples to share with the group. This led to a lot of information sharing and highlighted the need for further training.

Nigel Herring from Pentronics: Adaptive Technologies for the Blind & Vision Impaired, addressed the next meeting. Nigel demonstrated the Toccata Braille Music Translation Software. Once again there was a lot of interest in this software for basic music transcription in the classroom.

We held a social trivia afternoon on the 18th August. This included braille related questions and activities.  Although this was not very well attended, those that came along had a lot of fun. 
The 21st November was our annual Braille Writing Competition Award Evening. This was a celebration for the 39 children who participated in the competition, along with their family, friends and school staff. There were 115 guests in attendance.

Our guest author was Andrew Daddo, who was very entertaining and wonderful with the children. He was gracious in helping to present the awards and remained for photographs and book signing.  We presented him with a copy of his book “Muffin Top” in braille, kindly donated by the State Braille and Large Print unit of the NSW Department of Education and Communities.

This year saw the inaugural presentation of the ‘Pat Dawson Braille Literacy Encouragement Award”.  This is a special encouragement award presented to a student who is working to the best of their ability to improve their braille literacy skills.
Our first meeting for 2013 was held on 6th March with guest speaker Ben Clare. Ben spoke to the group about his work with the vision impaired in Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. He was very inspiring and an excellent role model.

We look forward to another successful year of sharing information on braille and braille related issues.

Annette Sutherland

Convenor

Attachment 2:

Queensland Braille Forum: Review of 2012/2013.
This annual report of the ABA Queensland Regional Forum covers the period from March 2012 until the present. During this time the forum has met at least four times, with the first meeting for 2013 being the Annual General Meeting. At this, Nicole Donaldson was re-elected Convenor, Sue Wagner was returned to the role of Treasurer and Julee-Anne Bell was elected Secretary.

During the year the Braille Literacy Challenge was once again run by QBWA in conjunction with Education Queensland. Whilst ABA was not involved in any organisation of the day, ABA members attended the challenge and participated in judging roles as well as interacting with many of the students.

The year has also seen the continuation of Braille Club – a fun afternoon for students who use braille. This has been a wonderful success. While numbers continue to be small – on average six or seven children attend each session, they literally have to be pushed out the door at the end of each afternoon. Braille Club is run on a term basis and the sessions have included learning about Mountbattens, playing tactile and braille games and the obligatory Christmas Party. The next Braille Club is to be a tactile mapping afternoon. It is fantastic to see the young people enjoying using braille for a range of functional purposes, as well as the fun tongue twisters, jokes and stories shared in the quarterly newsletters provided.

For the first time, a similar event for adults was run in January with approximately ten braille using adults joining for an afternoon of bingo, cards and other games whilst enjoying drinks and nibbles. After long discussions and lots of feedback a second event is now planned for May.

The year ended with an ABA dinner at a local restaurant in December. We are pleased that ABA Qld meetings continue to be well attended in person and via tele-conference. We are trialling our next meeting at a local RSL in the hope of attracting new members by combining meetings with the opportunity to socialise and enjoy a coffee. We are also exploring the possibility of combining meetings with guest speaker presentations also in an attempt to attract new members. 

We are encouraged that Braille is able to be promoted through the efforts of ABA Qld’s energetic and passionate members.  The forum thanks the ABA Executive for its guidance through the year.

Nicole Donaldson

Queensland Regional Forum

Australian Braille Authority.

Attachment 3:

Report on the Activities of The Western Australian Subcommittee 

The projects of our subcommittee have been done in cooperation with other agencies. 

In October we participated in the open day of the Association for the Blind. We wrote children's names in braille along with braille alphabets. They then took their alphabets around to various areas around the library to collect enough braille letters to spell a particular word. If they could figure out the word they got a prize. 

Another activity that we were involved in through The Association for the Blind and the State Library was the Read Aloud Programme. We did a public reading from a braille book called A Glassful of Giggles.

I have had a unique and interesting opportunity to work with the Nunavut Public Library Services to create a braille code for the Inuktitut language. To learn more about this braille code, you may visit our website: www.cbtbc.org/inuktitut 
Since the recent decision of the Braille Authority of North America, BANA, to switch to Unified English Braille for literary works, we have been able to offer advice about the conversion process to various entities in the United States. 

We are currently in the preliminary stages of planning a braille related project to coincide with the centenary of The Association for the Blind. 

 Tamara Kearney 

Attachment 4:
Report on the Braille Primer
As a result of the publication of the Rules for Unified English Braille, the Unified English Braille Primer: Australian Edition immediately became an out of date document. The task was then to update the Primer to align the two documents and the process to do so began.

What was initially considered as a relatively straightforward task, soon became extensive. Many days/weeks/months were spent trawling through and comparing both documents firstly to capture the essence of the changes and secondly to retain the integrity of the original Braille Primer. By the end of 2012 this task was completed and ready to be reviewed for the accuracy of the changes made to the document.

I invited Kathy Riessen and Leona Holloway to participate in this next phase of the project and in due course was convinced to make an even bigger step in publishing a document that while integrating the essential changes, was more contemporary and which, at the same time, captured the needs of new learners undertaking the process of learning Unified English Braille. The consequence, however, was that the document took on a whole new life. 

 I am convinced that as a result of the publication of the Unified English Braille Primer: Australian Edition, Second Edition, 2013, Australia has a rich and exciting professional learning tool that should assist new and established learners to Braille.

I cannot conclude without expressing my sincere thanks and appreciation for the collegial input from both Kathy and Leona. As a small and dedicated team, we have all tackled the task with rigour and commitment and examined every element of the document in encompassing the content, appearance and function. It has been a rewarding experience working with colleagues who are both knowledgeable and skilled in the Unified English Braille code. Kathy’s expertise particularly in “volunteering” to manage the file and relevant input/output has been unsurpassed and without which we would unlikely be in this position of “completion”. I acknowledge both Kathy and Leona publicly, and extend my sincere thanks to you both.

Finally, I would like to thank the Round Table for their financial assistance in supporting the essential teleconferences during the latter stages between the editorial team which have been necessary to ensure that the project remained on target and we can now declare it as “finis” (or at least for the moment).

Josie Howse

Editor

Attachment 5:

Australian Braille Authority International Report

Overview

The main focus of this report is recent activities of the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) and related matters. 

ICEB background

The members of ICEB are Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, Nigeria, South Africa, the United Kingdom and the United States. The ICEB President is Pete Osborne and I am the Treasurer. During 2012 the ICEB Executive Committee continued to meet quarterly by teleconference. The year’s highlights were the Fifth General Assembly held in South Africa, Ireland becoming the eighth ICEB member and the United States adopting UEB.

During 2012 the ICEB’s most active committee continued to be the UEB Code Maintenance Committee, where Australia is represented by Christine Simpson and Leona Holloway. Jordie Howelll was reappointed as Chair of the Braille Music Committee.

UEB adoption

The UEB-related highlight for 2012 was adoption of Unified English Braille by the United States last November. The decision specifies that UEB will eventually replace the current English Braille American Edition and that the U.S. will retain the Nemeth Code for Mathematics and Science Notation. BANA’s news release advises that: “The transition to UEB will not be immediate and will follow a carefully crafted timeline. Implementation plans will be formulated with the input and participation of stakeholders from the consumer, education, rehabilitation, transcription, and production communities. Plans will take into consideration the various aspects of creating, teaching, learning, and using braille in a wide variety of settings. The plans will be designed to provide workable transitions for all involved in braille use and production and to minimize disruption for current braille readers.”

The decision to adopt UEB for literary Braille, retaining Nemeth Code for maths and science, is an interesting one. It breaks new ground and brings focus to UEB’s unproven utility in a multi-code environment.

World Braille Usage update

The project to revise and reissue World Braille Usage is being carried out by the National Library Service of the Library of Congress with the support of ICEB and Perkins School. Good progress has been made and publication of the revised edition of World Braille Usage is imminent.

2012 General Assembly

The Fifth ICEB General Assembly was held in South Africa during 6–10 May 2012. The members of australia’s delegation were Christine Simpson, Josie Howse, Bill Jolley and Leona Holloway. The delegation has prepared a report of the Assembly for the round table Executive, and copies are available to Round Table members and other interested persons. The delegation thanks the ICEB, the Round Table and those members who contributed funds enabling the Australian delegation’s attendance at the General Assembly.

The General Assembly acknowledged the long-standing contributions of Darleen Bogart, Bill Poole and Fred Schroeder, all of whom retired from the Executive. The General Assembly also flagged a change of emphasis for ICEB; with the coding of UEB virtually complete it is time to refocus ICEB’s energy on the promotion of Braille generally and the promulgation of UEB, particularly in developing countries.

UEB Code Maintenance Committee

This group remains the most active and productive subcommittee of the ICEB. A face-to-face meeting of the committee was held in conjunction with the 2012 ICEB General Assembly, at which the main topics were priorities for future work and communication methods for gathering and answering UEB queries. 

Work on the second edition of the UEB Rulebook is nearing completion. Some of the more notable changes include:

· section 2.3 was changed to make it clear that print capitalisation is not considered ornamentation;

· creation of new UEB symbols for the music accidentals (sharp, flat and natural) when they appear in a literary context;

· incorporation of three new sections: 14 Code Switching; 15 Scansion, Stress and Tone; and 16 Line Mode, Guide Dots;

· an alphabetic list of example words given in the Rulebook, forming a new appendix to the Rulebook.

The braille version of the Rulebook will be produced by CNIB with BANA formatting and page dimensions of 30 characters per line and 25 lines per page.

Increase in membership fees

The Executive Committee, at its meeting of Mardch 2013, decided to increase ICEB membership fees from $500US to $1000US. Fees haven’t been increased since they were first set in 1991. This increase follows a busy year in 2012 when ICEB’s operating deficit was $22,000 due to subsidies totaling $17,500 supporting General Assembly delegations and the $5,000 grants supporting the revision of World Braille Usage and the Transforming Braille project. The ICEB ended 2012 with a bank balance of just over $32,000.

Other news

· Ireland has joined ICEB as its eighth full member. Ireland is hoping to adopt UEB within the next couple of years.

· The mid-term meeting of the Executive Committee will be held in New Zealand during late April or early May 2014. It is hoped to hold a face-to-face meeting of the UEB Code Maintenance Committee at the same time.

· Pete Osborne has been appointed as Chair of the World Braille Council. The Council is now formally recognised as a committee of the World Blind Union, following changes to the WBU Constitution made last November. It will have a streamlined membership during this term, with Judy Dixon representing ICEB on the Council, and will emphasise Braille promotion and availability rather than code unification issues.

Bill Jolley 

May 2013
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