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Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc. 

2019 Conference Program 
The Changing Landscape for Accessible Information
Information access is important to all persons with print disabilities. Information access has many dimensions, including facilities (libraries, agencies, educational institutions, government bodies), modes of access (digital, interactive, electronic, online, mobile, wearable), and format (audio, braille, large print, eBook, etc.). In this dynamic context, the 2019 Conference will explore the ever-expanding opportunities presented to people with print disabilities for information access and creation, for communication and learning.

Dates:

Saturday 4 May to Tuesday 7 May 2019
Venue:

Rydges South Bank
Cnr Grey & Glenelg Streets
South Brisbane QLD 4101
Please note: The conference program may be subject to change without notice

Program Date: 22 April 2019
Welcome 

Welcome to the 38th Round Table Conference “The Changing Landscape for Accessible Information”.

Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities was established in 1981. Its aim is to facilitate and influence the production and use of quality accessible formats for and by people with print disabilities. 

This year's program includes a wide range of topics explored through a mix of presentations and workshops with a technology exhibition being held in association with the conference.  

We welcome you to Brisbane and to the 2019 Round Table Conference.

Thanks 

There are several people and organisations that have contributed to make this conference a success and it would be irresponsible of me not to mention them.  I would like to thank:

· Marjorie Hawkings for the endless hours, thoughtfulness, enthusiasm and patience in making this conference possible.

· Phia Damsma and her team for the wonderful and time consuming work on the conference program.

· Maria Stevens and her team for their patience whilst producing and co-ordinating alternative format material production and circulation of conference documentation.

· David Vosnacos for coordinating the audio visuals and our master of ceremonies.

· Blind Foundation, Braille House Queensland, Griffith University, South Australia School for Vision Impaired, VisAbility and Vision Australia for producing the conference materials in various accessible formats.

· Member organisations who have contributed staff time and materials for the conference. 

· The Round Table Executive Committee for their time and involvement.

· Guide Dogs Queensland for their willingness and work in assisting with the conference, providing volunteers for the conference and for training the volunteers and staff at Rydges South Bank.

· The volunteers who have given their time and energy to assist with the smooth running of the conference.

· Jodie Grier, Emily Sellwood, management and staff at Rydges South Bank for their efforts to make our stay enjoyable.

· To all the presenters, delegates, sponsors and trade exhibitors without whom the conference would not be possible.

Dinesh Burah
Conference Co-ordinator
April 2019
Sponsors
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Australian Government’s Department of Social Services 

Round Table proudly acknowledges the support of the Australian Government’s Department of Social Services. The Department provided funding to assist with travel, accommodation and registration costs for consumers to attend the 2019 Round Table Conference.
Platinum Sponsor
Griffith University
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Griffith
UNIVERSITY

Queensland, Australia





We believe in the potential for all people to be remarkable —to be courageous, to capture opportunity, to make a difference and change the future forever.
Visit: www.griffith.edu.au/
Bronze Sponsors
Queensland Government
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Pentronics
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Visit: http://www.pentronics.com.au
Phone: 02 47357355
Media Partner
The Australian Library and Information Association
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The Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA) is the professional organisation for the Australian library and information services sector. With 5,000 members across Australia, we provide the national voice of the profession in the development, promotion and delivery of quality library and information services, through leadership, advocacy and mutual support. 

Visit:
www.alia.org.au
Special Thanks to Narbethong Special State School

Our organisation, the Alternative Format Library, is situated on the campus of Narbethong State Special School. Narbethong State Special School provides specialist teaching for students with vision impairment and additional disabilities. The school caters for students from birth, with playgroup and their Early Childhood Developmental Program, to students from Prep to Year 12 in their school-age program.

Also based on the Narbethong State Special School site is the region-wide Orientation and Mobility team, the state-wide Technology team for the vision impaired, the teacher for state-wide services for Braille Music and Low Vision Music support as well as the state-wide Paediatric Low Vision Clinic. 
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The school has generously contributed 20 bags, which include a notebook, pen and a storybook called The Wheelchair Adventure, written by four students who attended Narbethong State Special School. The book is presented as a twin vision book with the braille produced by our transcribers here in the Alternative Format Library.

Donations

Round Table would like to acknowledge the generosity of the following businesses for their donations, including gifts for conference presenters and volunteers.
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Beyond vision loss










Visit: www.blindfoundation.org.nz
Phone: 0800 24 33 33 (NZ)
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Visit: www.bolinda.com
Phone: 1300 782 547 (Aus) 
0800 402 260 (NZ)
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Visit: www.danmurphys.com.au
Phone: 02 9324 0100
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Visit: www.guidedogsqld.com.au
Phone: 1800 810 122
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Narbethong Special State School
Alternate Format Library
Visit: www.narbethongspecs.eq.edu.au
Phone: (07) 3823 0777
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Visit: http://www.pentronics.com.au
Phone: 02 47357355
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Visit: www.ridbc.org.au

Phone: 1300 581 391
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Visit: www.rydges.com/accommodation/brisbane-qld/brisbane-south-bank
Phone: (+61) 07 3364 0800
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Visit: www.visability.com.au
Phone: 1800 847 466
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Visit: www.visionaustralia.org
Phone: 1300 84 74 66


Support

The support of the following organisations is gratefully acknowledged by Round Table. These organisations assisted in the production of accessible format conference materials.
· Blind Foundation New Zealand.
· Braille House Queensland.
· Griffith University.
· South Australian School for Vision Impaired.
· VisAbility.
· Vision Australia.
Exhibitors
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Pacific Vision
Pacific Vision International is a leading provider of hardware and software products for people who are blind or have low vision. We travel the world to source suitable products, all of which are specifically designed to improve life and assist at school, home or in the workplace.

We place a particular emphasis on braille technology and its continued use in education as an essential component to produce literate blind students. 

Visit: www.lowvision.com.au
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Pentronics
Pentronics is the sole importer and Master Distributor of Index Braille products for Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific. With almost 40 years experience in braille production, Pentronics can assist with all your braille requirements.
Pentronics also provides service for a wide variety of adaptive technology devices from braille note-takers and displays to Perkins braillers. 
Visit: http://www.pentronics.com.au
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Quantum Reading Learning Vision
For over 30 years, Quantum RLV has provided products and services to people with print disabilities (low vision, blindness, or learning difficulty). We have grown to the largest supplier of Assistive Technology in Australia through dedication to finding the right solution for every individual and provision of support and training needed to make them successful.

We offer our customers one on one service, and free NO OBLIGATION demonstrations at home or work.

We work closely with ophthalmologists, optometrists, occupational therapists, teachers, parents and students. We provide speakers for public events, and we are an approved supplier to DVA and NDIS.

Visit: www.quantumrlv.com.au
The Brailler Boys
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Kevin Partridge and Ian Newham are "The Brailler Boys" and are Perkins certified level 3, technicians and can perform all necessary works, from basic clean and service to major overhauls and repairs to all Perkins braillers including warranty repairs. In fact we are the only repairers in Australia, approved by Perkins to carry out warranty repairs.

We offer competitive prices, prompt turnaround and the possibility of a loaner machine when circumstances will cause undue delay.

In short, we can bring your brailler back to factory condition.

Contact us:

Kevin Partridge: kevinlpartridge@gmail.com
Ian Newham: precisionbraillerrepair@gmail.com
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VisAbility
VisAbility has a vision for independence. Everything we do empowers people living with disability. We do things differently. We step inside your shoes. We try to see things from your perspective.

When you become part of the VisAbility family you feel connected, like you belong to something special. You feel like you can do anything. Achieve anything. Be anything. 

We are a provider of disability services and have been providing innovative, life-changing services for more than 100 years. The VisAbility experience is led by our system of beliefs. Steeped in empathy, cherishing connection, driven by opportunity and committed to greatness. We are here to listen to and share your stories, to change perspectives, to take you on a journey. We are helping to shape a world of equality. Of choice. Of liberation. 
We will empower you make the best decisions for your future. Are you ready to change your life?

Visit www.visability.com.au or call call 1800 847 466

Saturday 4 May 2019

Australian Braille Authority (ABA) Annual Meeting

Venue:

Braille House Queensland

507 Ipswich Road
Annerley QLD 4103
9:00am – 9:30am Registration (Rydges South Bank)

9:30am – 10:00am Transportation to Braille House
10:00am – 10:30am Morning Tea

10:30am – 5:00pm ABA Annual Meeting
	Chair: Jordie Howell
The agenda for the day will be circulated prior to the meeting. Further details will be made available through the OZBRL listserv.


12:30pm – 1:30pm Lunch
	1:30pm – 3:00pm ABA Meeting continued


3:00pm – 3:30pm Afternoon Tea
	3:30pm – 5:00pm ABA Meeting continued


5:00pm Transportation back to Rydges South Bank
6:00pm – 8:00pm Welcome Function and Conference Opening
Venue: Soleil Pool Lounge, Rydges, South Bank
Sunday 5 May 2019
8:00am – 9:00am Registration

8:00am – 5:30pm Technology and Services Exhibition 
9:00am – 10:30am Session 1 Plenary

	Chair: Sonali Marathe

	9:00am – 9:20am 

Conference Announcements and Roll Call

	9:20am – 9:30am 

Welcome and President’s Introduction:

Sonali Marathe, President, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc.

	9:30am – 10:00am
Smart speakers and voice technologies - removing barriers for people with disabilities.
Keynote Address:

Jarek Beksa

	10:00am – 10:30am
Partnering for Progress: Investigating the use of 3D Printing for Accessibility
Feature Speaker:

Dr Matthew Butler, Monash University


10:30am – 11:00am Morning Tea
11:00am – 12:30pm Session 2 Plenary

	Chair: Sondra Wibberley

	11:00am – 11:30am
In The Mind’s Eye - Inclusive Publishing
Feature Speakers:
Jane Curry and Nick Gleeson


Sunday 5 May (cont.)
	11:30am – 12:00pm

Australian Inclusive Print Initiative – New Guides
Speakers:

Jessica Coates, Executive Officer, Australian Digital Alliance & Sarah Runcie, Manager of Strategy and Policy, Australian Publishers Association & Jane Curry, Managing Director, Ventura Press

	12:00pm – 12:30pm
The impact of collision and / or near-collision experiences with quiet vehicles on pedestrians who are blind or have low vision.
Speakers:

Dr Sara Liu & A/Prof Michael Fitzharris, Monash University Accident Research Centre


12:30pm – 1:30pm Lunch and visit Trade Exhibitors

Sunday 5 May (cont.)

1:30pm – 3:00pm Concurrent Session 3
	Session 3a Presentations and Workshop
Chair: Dinesh Burah
1:30pm – 2:00pm

Digital Libraries in Higher Education - An opportunity for improved accessibility, higher efficiency and better practice.
Speakers:

Tanja Stevns, Special Education Teacher, & Lars Ballieu Christensen, PhD, Sensus Aps, Denmark
2:00pm – 2:30pm

From Accessible to Understood – VisAbility’s Journey into Easy English.

Speaker:

Kary Macliver, Executive Manager Client Services, VisAbility Ltd
2:30pm – 3:00pm

Is our data safe in the hands of accessible format producers?

Presenters:
Mary Schnackenberg, Accessible Information and Communications Ltd & Paul Brown, The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust
	Session 3b Presentation and Workshop

Chair: Frances Gentle
1:30pm – 2:00pm

Description Victoria – The story so far, and a vision for professional Audio Description in Australia. 

Speaker:

Ross De Vent, Committee Member, Description Victoria Inc.
2:00pm – 3:00pm

Navigating the Copyright Jungle
Presenter:
Jessica Coates, Executive Officer, Australian Digital Alliance


3:00pm – 3:30pm Afternoon Tea

3:30pm – 4:25pm Session 4 Exhibitor session

Chair: Dinesh Burah

Chair: Dinesh Burah
	3:35pm – 3:45pm         VisAbility
· Kary Macliver and Caris Parry

3:45pm – 3:55pm         The Brailler Boys
· Kevin Partridge and Ian Newman

3:55pm – 4:05pm         Pacific Vision
· Sam Taylor

4:05pm – 4:15pm         Pentronics
· Nigel Herring

4:15pm – 4:25pm         Quantum Reading Learning Vision
· Peter Cracknell


4:30pm – 5:30pm Round Table Annual General Meeting
Chair: Sonali Marathe
Monday 6 May 2019
8:00am – 8:30am Registration

8:00am – 5:30pm Technology and Services Exhibition

8:30am – 10:00am Session 5 Plenary
	Chair: Sondra Wibberley
Conference Announcements and Roll Call

	9:00am – 9:30am

Little Things Can Make a Big Difference
Keynote Speaker:

Professor Elizabeth Kendall, Griffith University

	9:30am – 10:00am

Online, but Offtrack: Barriers to Online Learning Experienced by University Students who are Blind or have Low Vision.
Feature Speaker:

Bruce Maguire, Vision Australia


10:00am – 10.30am Morning Tea

Monday 6 May (cont.)
10:30am – 12:30pm Concurrent Session 6
	Session 6a Presentations

Chair: Maria Stevens
10:30am – 11:00am
Reading Rates of Braille and Dual Media readers around Australia and New Zealand: Results of research and resources developed to help close the reading fluency gap.
Speaker:

Trisha d’Apice, RIDBC: Teleschool

11:00am – 11:30am

Documenting Tactile Literacy
Speakers:

Louise Curtin, Feelix Library, Vision Australia & Leona Holloway, Research Assistant, Monash University & Debra Lewis, Statewide Vision Resource Centre
11:30am – 12:00pm
More than Just Scales:  Developing Pre-Braille Skills Through the Teaching of Piano.
Speaker:
Lee Strickland, Narbethong State Special School

12:00pm – 12:30pm

Braille and the National Disability Insurance Scheme
Speaker:

Mitzi Raaphorst, Vision Australia
	Session 6b Presentation and Workshops 
Chair: Marcia Marcinkewycz
10.30am - 11.00am
Accessible Telecommunications and Employment - The Key to Enhanced Productivity.
Speaker:

Rikki Chaplin, Blind Citizens Australia
11.00am – 11.45am
A client centred approach to the field of science.
Presenters:

Melissa Wortel, Assistive Technology Support Officer & Sharon Garside, Disabilities Service Officer Griffith University

11.45am – 12.30pm
Assistive Technology : Bringing Confidence, Independence and Joy to Learning.
Presenter:

Ainsley Robertson, SPELD Qld.



12:30pm – 1:30pm Lunch and visit Trade Exhibitors 

Monday 6 May (cont.)
1:30pm – 2:00pm Session 7 Plenary
	Chair: Dinesh Burah

	1:30pm – 2:00pm
Technology: Poised to Empower College Success for the Blind and Low Vision Students.
Speaker:

Kevin Phelan, Global Vice President, Sales and Marketing for Aira


2:00pm – 3:00pm Concurrent Session 8
	Session 8a Presentations

Chair: Maria Stevens
2:00pm – 2:30pm

RIDBC launch of UEB Online for Mathematics.

Speakers:

Frances Gentle, RIDBC Renwick Centre & Josie Howse, Manager, Braille & Large Print Services, NSW Dept of Education.
2:30pm – 3:00pm
An accessible introduction to computational thinking and coding.
Speaker:

Phia Damsma, Creative Director, Sonokids Australia
	Session 8b Meeting
Facilitator: Leona Holloway
2:00pm – 3:00pm

ANZAGG Meeting (the Australia & New Zealand Accessible Graphics Group).




3:00pm – 3:30pm Afternoon Tea

Monday 6 May (cont.)
3:30pm – 5:00pm Session 9

	Session 9a Presentations

Chair: Marcia Marcinkewycz
3:30pm – 4:00pm

A collaborative approach to engaging and communicating with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students with a print disability.
Speakers:

Sharon Garside, Disabilities Service Officer, Student Diversity and Inclusion, Griffith University & Leanne Long, Indigenous Student Retention Officer, GUMURRII Student Support Unit, Griffith University
4:00pm - 4:30pm

Using a single source to generate multiple format accessible content.
Speaker:
Trent Betts, Vision Australia – Accessible Format Producer (STEM)
4:30pm – 5:00pm
What’s working in schools today: Perspectives and advice from students with a vision impairment, their parents and teachers.
Speakers:
Dr Melissa Cain; Australian Catholic University & Ms Melissa Fanshawe, The University of Southern Queensland
	Session 9b Presentation and Workshop
Chair: Jordie Howell
3.30pm - 4.00pm
Print Notation to Braille Music: What does the current and prospective future landscape look like?
Speakers:

Ria Andriani, Vision Australia, Transcriber/Proofreader, Commercial & National Services & Christina Christensen, Vision Australia, Accessible Format Producer (Music specialist), Commercial & National Services

4:00pm – 5:00pm

ABA Workshop: UEB and foreign language guidelines
Presenter:

Kathy Riessen


6:00pm – 7:00pm Pre-dinner Drinks
7:00pm – 11:00pm Conference Dinner

Venue: Ballroom, Rydges South Bank
Tuesday 7 May 2019
8:00am – 8:30am
Registration

8:30am – 9:30am Session 10 Plenary
	Chair: Kathy Riessen
Conference Announcements and Roll Call

	9:00am – 9:30am

The Universe is the limit, multi-dimensional access to science.
Keynote Speaker:

Yuma Decaux


9.30am – 10.30am Concurrent Sessions 11

	Session 11a Presentations

Chair: Sondra Wibberley
9:30am – 10:00am

The Smartphone is Dead: Long Live The 
Speaker:

David Vosnacos, Program Manager Job Access (NPA) and Access Consultant / Occupational Therapist, VisAbility
10:00am – 10:30am

Beacon technology, and how it is making complex environments accessible.
Speaker:

John-Ross Barresi, Project & Innovation Coordinator, Senior O&M Specialist, Guide Dogs Victoria
	Session 11b Presentations

Chair: Annette Sutherland
9:30am – 10:00am

Keeping your services up to date from an organizational point of view.
Speaker:
Dick Lunenborg, Bartiméus Institute in the Netherlands
10:00am – 10:30am

Delivering online accessibility – Reflections from the National Disability Insurance Scheme’s website redevelopment.
Speaker:
Jamie Lowe, General Manager, Communications, Media and Marketing, NDIS


10:30am – 11:00am Morning Tea
Tuesday 7 May (cont.)
11.00am – 12.30pm Concurrent Sessions 12
	Session 12a Presentations

Chair: Brian Conway
11:00am - 11.30am

HaptiComm: An open source platform for information accessibility.
Speaker:

Peter Bonser, representing Sven Topp, HaptiComm

11:30am – 12:00pm

Bespoke design and development of single handed braille keyboard.
Speakers:

Ross De Vent, Committee Member, Description Victoria Inc.& Dr Kirsten Ellis, Monash University

12:00pm - 12.30pm
Queensland's First Braille Music Mini Camp.
Speaker:
Lee Strickland, Statewide Vision Impairment Services Queensland
	Session 12b Workshops

Chair: Jane Wegener
11:00am – 11.45am
Making Maths Digital and Accessible.
Presenter:

Fiona Thomas, Texthelp

11:45am – 12.30pm
3D models for accessible mapping.
Presenters:

Leona Holloway, Monash University & Danielle Kruger, Guide Dogs Victoria & Tony Starkey, Royal Society for the Blind


12:30pm – 1:15pm Lunch
Tuesday 7 May (cont.)
1:15pm – 2:45pm Concurrent Session 13

	Session 13a Presentations

Chair: Josie Howse
1:15pm – 1:45pm

An Accessible Museum?
Speaker:
Scott Grimley, National Museum of Australia, Access & Inclusion Officer

1:45pm – 2:15pm

The value of inclusive design.
Speaker:

Manisha Amin, CEO, Centre for Inclusive Design

2:15pm – 2:45pm

How a person with a vision impairment can do woodwork.

Speaker:

Glen Morrow.
	Session 13b Presentation and Workshop

Chair: Phia Damsma
1:15pm – 1.45pm
Wearable technology - how useful has it become?
Speakers:

Peter Cracknell, Vision Technology Specialist, Quantum RLV & Tony Wu, Accredited Orthoptist, DVA and Products Advisor, Vision Australia

1.45pm – 2:45pm
Mainstream technology used in innovative ways for persons with MDVI.
Presenter:

Dick Lunenborg, Bartimeus Institute in the Netherlands


Tuesday 7 May (cont.)

2:45pm – 3:15pm Session 14
	Chair: Sonali Marathe

	Out of the box(es) and into the 21st century: Digital literacy and human rights for our most disenfranchised students.
Feature speaker:

Emily White


3:15pm – 3:30pm President’s Final Address

	Sonali Marathe
President, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc.


3:30pm Close
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