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2018 Conference Program
Advances in Information Access – Opportunities, Applications and Technologies
Information access is important to all persons with print disabilities. Information access has many dimensions, including facilities (libraries, agencies, educational institutions, government bodies), modes of access (digital, interactive, electronic, online, mobile, wearable), and format (audio, braille, large print, eBook, etc.). In this dynamic context, the 2018 Conference will explore the ever-expanding opportunities presented to people with print disabilities for information access and creation, for communication and learning.

Dates:

Saturday 5 May to Tuesday 8 May 2018
Venue:

Rydges Sydney Central
28 Albion Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

Please note: The conference program may be subject to change without notice

Program Date: 24 April 2018
Welcome 

Welcome to the 37th Round Table Conference “Advances in Information Access – Opportunities, Applications and Technologies”.

Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities was established in 1981. Its aim is to facilitate and influence the production and use of quality accessible formats for and by people with print disabilities. 

This year's program includes a wide range of topics which will be explored through a mix of presentations and workshops with a technology exhibition being held in association with the conference.  

We welcome you to Sydney and to the 2018 Round Table Conference.

Thanks 

There are several people and organisations that have contributed to make this conference a success and it would be irresponsible of me not to mention them.  I would like to thank:

· Marjorie Hawkings for the endless hours, thoughtfulness, enthusiasm and patience in making this conference possible.

· Phia Damsma and Sonali Marathe for their wonderful and time consuming work on the conference program.

· Sonali Marathe and her team for their patience whilst producing and co-ordinating alternative format material production and circulation of conference documentation.

· David Vosnacos for coordinating the audio visuals and our master of ceremonies.

· Blind Foundation, Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children, Royal Society for the Blind of SA Inc., South Australia School for Vision Impaired, VisAbility and Vision Australia for producing the conference materials in various accessible formats.

· Member organisations who have contributed staff time and materials for the conference. 

· The Round Table Executive Committee for their time and involvement.

· Guide Dogs NSW/ACT for their willingness and work in assisting with the conference, providing volunteers for the conference and for training the volunteers and staff at Rydges Sydney Central.
· The volunteers who have given their time and energy to assist with the smooth running of the conference.

· Management and staff at the Rydges Sydney Central for their efforts to make our stay enjoyable.

· To all the presenters, delegates, sponsors and trade exhibitors without whom the conference would not be possible.

Dinesh Burah
Conference Co-ordinator
April 2018
Sponsors
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Index Braille – Platinum Sponsor

Index Braille is the world market leader for Braille embosser production. By raising the technical level, Index Braille has made braille more accessible for blind people world-wide. Since Index was founded in the early 1980's, the company has managed to acquire increased market shares for every year with a focus on the end user.
Index is proudly represented in Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific by Pentronics.
Website: https://www.indexbraille.com/ and http://www.pentronics.com.au
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Australian Government’s Department of Social Services 

Round Table proudly acknowledges the support of the Australian Government’s Department of Social Services. 

The Department provided funding to assist with travel, accommodation and registration costs for 11 consumers to attend the 2018 Round Table Conference.
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Humanware – Conference Dinner Live Auction
Humanware specialises in the manufacturing of assistive technology for people who have low or no vision. We have assistive technology to suit everyone, from the 5-year-old just starting their educational journey to an older person who may be losing their vision.

Website: www.humanware.com 
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The Australian Library and Information Association – Media Partner
The Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA) is the professional organisation for the Australian library and information services sector. With 5,000 members across Australia, we provide the national voice of the profession in the development, promotion and delivery of quality library and information services, through leadership, advocacy and mutual support. 

Website:
www.alia.org.au
Donations

Round Table would like to acknowledge the generosity of the following businesses for their donations, including gifts for conference presenters and volunteers.
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Beyond vision loss










Website: www.blindfoundation.org.nz
Phone: 0800 24 33 33 (NZ)
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Website: www.bolinda.com
Phone: 1300 782 547 (Aus) 
0800 402 260 (NZ)
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Website: www.danmurphys.com.au
Phone: 02 9324 0100
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Website: www.ridbc.org.au
Phone: 1300 581 391
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Website: www.visability.com.au
Phone: 1800 847 466
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Website: www.visionaustralia.org
Phone: 1300 84 74 66


Support

The support of the following organisations is gratefully acknowledged by Round Table. These organisations assisted in the production of accessible format conference materials.
· Blind Foundation New Zealand

· Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children (RIDBC)
· Royal Society for the Blind of SA Inc. 
· South Australian School for Vision Impaired
· VisAbility

· Vision Australia
Exhibitors
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Humanware
Humanware specialises in the manufacturing of assistive technology for people who have low or no vision. We have assistive technology to suit everyone, from the 5-year-old just starting their educational journey to an older person who may be losing their vision.

Website: www.humanware.com 
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Hungry Fingers

Hungry Fingers specialises in design and production of educational resources which help young learners with a visual impairment understand difficult concepts based on visual experience and spatial relations. Mental transformation of a 3-D object to its 2-D representation as a drawing, a step-by-step introduction to maps and raising totally blind learners confidence with tactile diagrams found in all school subjects are some of the areas of HF's interest. The "Transfograph", "Shape detective", multiple choice frames, "magic" quiz boards, tactile audio-graphics, tactile logical sequence cards, interactive story books with graded tactile illustrations, accessible tactile crossword puzzles and comic strips are just some of the Hungry Fingers resources designed to make learning not only effective but also entertaining. Tactile printing is done for Hungry Fingers by KUL CAN – Poland using the termographic powder technology.

All of the resources are demonstrated in workshops for teachers and parents which Hungry Fingers offers for free — whenever possible in return for travel cost and subsistence (so far in Nepal, India, Samoa, Palau, Singapore, Alaska and in several venues in Australia).
Website: www.hungryfingers.com
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Pacific Vision
Pacific Vision's primary goal is to provide high quality, professional service, training and equipment for people with blindness or low vision and their support workers. We insure we have a National reach to demonstrate face-to-face whenever possible. Our range includes the BrailleSense Polaris notetaker, Braille Edge Braille display and the SmartVision Premium Mobile Phone with GPS and scanning capabilities.

Website: www.lowvision.com.au
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Pentronics
Pentronics is the sole importer and Master Distributor of Index Braille products for Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific. With almost 40 years experience in braille production, Pentronics can assist with all your braille requirements.
Pentronics also provides service for a wide variety of adaptive technology devices from braille note-takers and displays to Perkins braillers. 
Website: http://www.pentronics.com.au
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Quantum Reading Learning vision
For over 30 years, Quantum RLV has provided products and services to people with print disabilities (low vision, blindness, or learning difficulty). We have grown to the largest supplier of Assistive Technology in Australia through dedication to finding the right solution for every individual and provision of support and training needed to make them successful.

We offer our customers one on one service, and free NO OBLIGATION demonstrations at home or work.
We work closely with ophthalmologists, optometrists, occupational therapists, teachers, parents and students. We provide speakers for public events, and we are an approved supplier to DVA and NDIS.

Website: www.quantumrlv.com.au 
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Sensus Apps
Founded in 1987, Sensus is a research-based consultancy organisation specialising in inclusion technology, digital accessibility and alternate media. Sensus is the inventor and developer of a several inclusion technologies including the award-winning RoboBraille alternate media service, SensusAccess (an alternate media self-service solution for academic institutions) and SensusLibrary (a digital library infrastructure for alternate media).

Based in Denmark, Sensus’ inclusion technologies are deployed globally by educational institutions, libraries, rehabilitation and competence centres, disability organisations and others to promote self-sufficiency and independence amongst people with disabilities and to support inclusion in education and on the labour market.

Website: www.sensusaccess.com
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VisAbility
When you become part of the VisAbility family you feel connected, like you belong to something special. You feel like you can do anything. Achieve anything. Be anything. 

We are your local provider of disability services and have been providing innovative, life-changing services for more than 100 years. The VisAbility experience is led by our system of beliefs. Steeped in empathy, cherishing connection, driven by opportunity and committed to greatness. We are here to listen to and share your stories, to change perspectives, to take you on a journey. We are helping to shape a world of equality. Of choice. Of liberation. We will empower you to make the best decisions for your future. 

Are you ready to change your life? 

Visit www.visability.com.au or call 1800 847 466
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Vision Australia

Who we are and what we do
Vision Australia is a leading national provider of blindness and low vision services in Australia. We work in partnership with Australians who are blind or have low vision to help them achieve the possibilities they choose in life.

We support more than 27,500 people of all ages and life stages, and circumstances. We do this through 28 Vision Australia centres in Victoria, New South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory, Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia; 30 clinics; and through outreach programs in the Northern Territory and Tasmania. We are a not-for-profit organisation and a major participant and partner in the international blindness community.
Why We Exist
To support people who are blind or have low vision live the life they choose.
How We Behave
With integrity and professionalism; we listen, adapt and learn; and give the greatest respect to our clients and each other.
What We Do
Create equal opportunity so people who are blind or have low vision can get an education, get a job and be as independent as they choose.

Website: www.visionaustralia.org
Saturday 5 May 2018
9:00am – 10:00am Registration
10:00am – 10:30am Morning Tea

10:30am – 5:00pm Australian Braille Authority (ABA) Annual Meeting

Chair: Jordie Howell
The agenda for the day will be circulated prior to the meeting. Further details will be made available through the OZBRL listserv.

12:30pm – 1:30pm Lunch
1:30pm – 3:00pm ABA Meeting continued
3:00pm – 3:30pm Afternoon Tea

3:30pm – 5:00pm ABA Meeting continued

6:00pm – 8:00pm Welcome Function and Conference Opening
Venue: Surry Room, Rydges Sydney Central
Sunday 6 May 2018
8:00am – 9:00am Registration

8:00am – 5:30pm Technology and Services Exhibition 
9:00am – 10:30am Session 1 Plenary

	Chair: Neil Jarvis

	9:00am – 9:20am
Conference Announcements and Roll Call

	9:20am – 9:30am
Welcome and President’s Introduction:

Neil Jarvis, President, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc.

	9:30am – 10:00am
Impact of the Marrakesh Treaty on standards development
Keynote Address:

Hiroshi Kawamura, Board Member, Daisy Consortium

	10:00am – 10:30am
Advances in Web Accessibility

Speaker:

Andrew Arch, Senior Digital Accessibility Consultant, Intopia


10:30am – 11:00am Morning Tea
11:00am – 12:30pm Session 2
	Chair: Sonali Marathe

	11:00am – 11:30am
Australia’s answer to Marrakesh – the local copyright changes and what they mean for accessibility
Speaker:
Jessica Coates, Executive Officer, Australian Digital Alliance

	11:30am – 12:00pm

Australian Inclusive Publishing Initiative Update

Speaker:
Sarah Runcie, Policy and Strategy Manager, Australian Publishers Association


Sunday 6 May (cont.)
	12:00pm – 12:30pm

Access for all: Increasing the availability of audio described television in Australia
Speaker:

Lauren Henley, Policy and Advocacy Coordinator, BCA


12:30pm – 1:30pm Lunch and visit Trade Exhibitors 

1:30pm – 3:00pm Concurrent Session 3
	Session 3a Presentations

Chair: Dinesh Burah
1:30pm – 2:00pm
Taking a leap into the unknown: are alternate realities really an advance in information access?
Speaker:

David Vosnacos, Access Consultant, VisAbility
2:00pm – 2:30pm
Sounds like Fun – Compensatory Auditory Training for Blind Learners
Speaker:
Amanda Gough, Resource Teacher Vision, BLENNZ
2:30pm – 3:00pm

Students advocating for students: Making movies that change expectations
Speaker:
Debra Goodsir, Specialist Teacher Vision, NSW Department of Education
	Session 3b Presentation and Workshop

Chair: Phia Damsma
1:30pm – 2:15pm

Online e-Learning tool for mdvi learners

Speaker:

Dick Lunenborg, Co-founder Bartiméus FabLab, Bartiméus Institute in the Netherlands
2:15pm – 3:00pm

SenseMath – feel and hear math graphs
Presenter:
Wendy Voorn, Project Manager Education Innovation, Royal Dutch Visio


3:00pm Afternoon Tea

3:05pm – 4:25pm Session 4 Exhibitor presentations
	3:05pm – 3:15pm
Quantum Reading Learning Vision

Speaker: Rebecca Clark

3:15pm – 3:25pm
VisAbility

Speaker: Karry Macliver

3:25pm – 3:35pm
Vision Australia

Speakers: Andrew Furlong and Irina Bruckner

3:35pm – 3:45pm
Pacific Vision

Speaker: Sam Taylor

3:45pm – 3:55pm
Hungry Fingers

Speaker: Bob Marek

3:55pm – 4:05pm
HumanWare

Speakers: Blake Ison, Chloe Tandorian and Robert Parekh

4:05pm – 4:15pm
Pentronics

Speaker: Nigel Herring

4:15pm – 4:25pm
Sensus
Speakers: Tanja Stevns and Lars Christensen


4:30pm – 5:30pm Round Table Annual General Meeting
	Chair: Neil Jarvis


Monday 7 May 2018
8:00am – 8:30am Registration

8:00am – 5:30pm Technology and Services Exhibition

8:30am – 10:00am Session 5 Plenary

	Chair: Brian Conway
Conference Announcements and Roll Call

	9:00am – 9:30am

Outcomes and reasonable and necessary supports for NDIS participants with print disability
Feature Speaker:

Tracy Spath, Technical Advisor, NDIS

	9:30am – 10:00am

NAPLAN Online: Roadmap to Full Inclusion
Feature Speaker:
Stanley Rabinowitz, General Manager, Assessment and Reporting, Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA)


10:00am – 10.30am Morning Tea
Monday 7 May (cont.)
10:30am – 12:30pm Concurrent Session 6
	Session 6a Presentations

Chair: Jordie Howell
10:30am – 11:00am
A holistic approach to accessible materials in a University setting
Speakers:

Sharon Garside, Marcia Marcinkewycz, Griffith University
11:00am – 11:30am

Where are we now? Reflections and current issues affecting accessible resourcing at the SA School for Vision Impaired
Speaker:
Lauren Fountain, South Australian School for Vision Impaired

11:30am – 12:00pm
“We are all teachers we are all learners”: One Resource Centres solution to address issues faced by low vision akōnga in innovative learning spaces
Speaker:

Janet Jones-Poole, Resource Teacher Vision, BLENNZ

12:00pm – 12:30pm
The experiences of AD

Speakers:

Ayesha Patterson
	Session 6b Presentation and Workshop
Chair: Sonali Marathe
10:30am – 11:00am

Access to Coding
Speaker:

Phia Damsma, Sonokids Australia
11:00am-12:30pm
Developing skills for confident use of tactile drawings, diagrams and maps
Presenter:
Boguslaw Marek, Centre for Inclusion of Students with Special Needs, The John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Poland


12:30pm – 1:30pm Lunch and visit Trade Exhibitors 

Monday 7 May (cont.)
1:30pm – 2:00pm Session 7 Plenary
	Chair: Jane Wegener

	1:30pm – 2:00pm
Transition from Accessibility to Inclusion

Speaker:

Manisha Amin, Chief Executive Officer, Centre for Inclusive Design


2:00pm – 3:00pm Concurrent Session 8
	Session 8a Presentations

Chair: Phia Damsma
2:00pm – 2:30pm

A national approach to accessible digital assessments in New Zealand
Speakers:

Karen Gilligan, BLENNZ and Neil Jarvis, Blind Foundation
2:30pm – 3:00pm
Accessible Digital Books: The inclusive reading and learning experience
Speaker:

Sonali Marathe, Coordinator Alternative Format Publications, RIDBC
	Session 8b Meeting
Chair: Leona Holloway
2:00pm – 3:00pm

ANZAGG Meeting (the Australia & New Zealand Accessible Graphics Group)


3:00pm – 3:30pm Afternoon Tea

Monday 7 May (cont.)
3:30pm – 5:00pm Concurrent Session 9
	Session 9a Presentations
Chair: Brian Conway
3:30pm – 4:00pm

Global and regional perspectives on education of children with vision impairment
Speakers:
Frances Gentle, Adjunct Lecturer, RIDBC, and Ben Clare, Chair, ICEVI Pacific
4:00pm – 4:30pm

Tactual profile MDVI (multiple disabilities and vision impairment)
Speaker:
Wendy Voorn, on behalf of Ans Withagen, Royal Dutch Visio
4:30pm – 5:00pm
Congenitally blind children drawing for the first time: Lessons for practitioners and researchers
Speaker:
Boguslaw Marek, The John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, (Magdalena Szubielska, The John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin and Ewa Niestorowicz, Madam Curie University, Lublin)
	Session 9b ABA Workshop

Chair: Sam Taylor
3:30pm – 5:00pm

Braille music translation software: from the print score to the braille page
Presenters:

Jordie Howell, Peter Le, Christina Christensen, Nigel Herring


7:00pm – 11:00pm Conference Dinner

Venue: Surry Room, Rydges Sydney Central
Tuesday 8 May 2018
8:00am – 8:30am 
Registration

8:30am – 9:30am Session 10 Plenary
	Chair: Lauren Fountain
Conference Announcements and Roll Call

	Title: Disruptive innovations in inclusive information access
Keynote Speaker:

Greg Alchin, Apple and Microsoft certified accessibility consultant and learning specialist


9.30am – 10.30am Concurrent Sessions 11

	Session 11a Presentations

Chair: Karen Gilligan

9:30am – 10:00am
Results of the Braille Literacy Research Project
Speaker:

Tricia d’Apice, Co-ordinator, Senior Consultant: Vision Impairment, RIDBC
10:00am – 10:30am
Partnerships promoting braille literacy

Speakers:

Frances Gentle, Conjoint Lecturer, RIDBC and Josie Howse, Manager, Braille & Large Print Services, NSW Department of Education
	Session 11b Workshop
Chair: Michelle Knight
9:30am – 10:30am
The Marrakesh copyright changes – getting into the details
Presenter:

Jessica Coates, Australian Digital Alliance


10:30am – 11:00am Morning Tea
Tuesday 8 May (cont.)
11.00am – 12.30pm Concurrent Sessions 12
	Session 12a Presentations

Chair: Leona Holloway
11:00am – 11.30am

Accessing information and navigating through the tourism and backpacking system as a solo blind backpacker, from the refugee camp to Schiphol airport
Speaker:
Joanne Chua, Founder and Director, Turn Upstream International
11:30am – 12:00pm
Meeting the challenge – providing effective wayfinding information indoors and outdoors
Speaker:

John-Ross Barresi, Project and Innovation Co-Ordinator, Guide Dogs Victoria

12:00pm – 12.30pm
Promoting independence and self-sufficiency of persons with print disabilities through SensusAccess
Speaker:

Tanja Stevns, Special Education Teacher and Lars Ballieu Christensen, PhD, Sensus Aps., Denmark
	Session 12b Workshop

Chair: Frances Gentle
11:00am – 12.30pm

Creating equity of reading experience with EPUBs
Presenter:

Greg Alchin, Inclusive Design Consultant


12:30pm – 1:30pm Lunch
Tuesday 8 May (cont.)
1:30pm – 2:30pm Concurrent Session 13

	Session 13a Presentations

Chair: Kathy Riessen
1:30pm – 2:00pm

Where art thou? Making art accessible at the Bendigo Art Gallery

Speakers:
Leona Holloway and Dr Matthew Butler, Monash University
2:00pm – 2:30pm

‘Hey Chloe’: Aira’s Artificial Intelligence Agent to Assist the Blind and Visually Impaired
Speaker:
Suman Kanuganti, CEO & Founder of Aira
	Session 13b Presentations
Chair: Annette Sutherland
1:30pm – 2:00pm
Accessible consultations – ensuring everyone can have their say
Speaker:
Jo Weir, Client Feedback Officer, Guide Dogs NSW/ACT

2:00pm – 2:30pm
The development of communications technology

Speaker:
Vaughn Bennison, Radio for the Print Handicapped (RPH) Australia


2:30pm – 3:00pm Session 14
	Chair: Brian Conway

	Advocacy for accessibility and inclusion, leading to the production of banknotes with tactile identification markers
Inspirational speaker:

Connor McLeod


3:00pm – 3:30pm President’s Final Address

	Neil Jarvis
President, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc.


3:30pm Close
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