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Fremantle Press was established in 1976 as a not-for-profit publishing house.
Our core purpose is to identify talented new and emerging Western Australian writers and artists, and to publish and distribute their work to the widest possible audience. Think of almost any well-known Western Australian author and you’ll find that we’ve published them at some point in their careers.
By far the biggest source of income for our authors is from print books and then ebooks, but we also negotiate a whole host of other rights to our books in order to reach the broadest national and international audience. These rights include serial rights, anthology rights, translation, film, radio, stage, and other multimedia rights, and importantly for this audience: large print and audio rights.
We have always responded to requests from specialist organisations around Australia wishing to create accessible product from our books for their members. In most part we have formal contract arrangements with these organisations when they intend to make their products commercially available to customers – be they libraries, schools or the general public. Our authors receive royalties for any commercial sales, and these are typically calculated on an annual basis. Non-commercial Braille and audio productions for library loans or members do not attract a royalty payment. 
From audio cassettes, CD to online downloads, we have been working with ABC Books, VisAbility, Read How You Want and Vision Australia (now WH Howes in the UK) for many years. In total we have made available over 150 of our titles to be produced in a range of formats for people with a print disability. 
Because we don’t have the resources or expertise, we rely on the specialist organisations such as Bolinda or Audible to create the audio product, sell and distribute it. The inefficiencies in the process are already being improved with better cooperation and developments in technology. The big publishers are also getting in on the action, creating and selling their own audio books. 
The audio book revolution can only be good news for people with print disabilities. It means there will be more content out there in an audio format that is more easily converted to appropriate formats for their needs and preferences. It seems the large commercial organisations are aware of the Marrakesh Treaty requirements and will distributes digital audio products for free to “organisations that reproduce and distribute the titles in specialised format to the blind and physically handicapped”. (Perhaps provisions could be go both ways, and assisting organisations can make their audio files available to other commercial organisations).


