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Why Affordable Access?
●
10 years ago: only viable accessibility option was expensive at.
●
5 years ago: some mainstream devices accessible but mainly premium products like iPhone.
●
Now: cheap tablets, mini-PCs, smartphones, media players both affordable and accessible, sub-$250.
Funding and Approach
●
Funding from Australian Communications Consumer Action Network (ACCAN).
●
MAA project lead in broad mainstream product research and resource development.
●
VisAbility provided a core research component directly engaged with end users.
Deliverables
●
Microsite is the main resource portal.
●
Tip Sheets to support specific audience groups such as seniors, students, those in the workforce, and parents/carers.
●
Checklist of products and what to ask retailers to get particular specifications.
Microsite Structure 
●
What's Accessible:


overview of the common accessibility features that are found in popular consumer devices.

●
What's Affordable:


tablets, desktop computers, smartphones, TV media players and telco plans for everyday consumers.

●
What's Suitable:


advice on what type of device will do what you want it to, based on your own specific needs.

●
What's Possible:


for people with strong technical knowledge and who like to push the boundaries. 
Video

What's accessible: Windows 7/10
●
Change the icon and text size 
●
Mouse pointer size & movement 
●
High contrast colour themes
●
ToggleKeys
●
Visual alerts
●
On-screen keyboard
●
Magnifier (touch 8+)
●
Narrator screen reader (touch 8+)
●
Cortana digital assistant
●
NVDA: free alternative to narrator
What's accessible: Google Android (5.0+)
●
Talkback screen reader
●
Magnifier
●
Closed caption support and adjustment
●
Switch Access
●
Colour inversion
●
Large Text and high contrast text
●
Colour correction
What's affordable: Computers and Mobile
●
Windows-Based:
●
Mini-PCs And Stick PCs ($140)
●
Tablets ($150)
●
Android-Based
●
Tablets Sub-$100
●
Smartphones: $250 for good quality such as Moto G but much cheaper available
What's affordable: Media and AT
●
Google Chromecast ($50)
●
Streams media to TV with caption support
●
Can mirror Android phone/ tablet to giant TV to help with reading
●
NVDA screen reader (free)
●
USB buttons ($50)
What's possible
●
Buying more recent products from overseas
●
Manually updating android on your smartphone or tablet to improve accessibility features
●
Raspberry Pi ($50)
●
Powerful credit-card sized computer 
●
Supports accessibility features with full Linux desktop, Kodi media centre
●
Accessibility group "Raspberry VI"
●
Setting one up is not easy but big accessibility and affordability rewards
What's suitable: Seniors and parents/carers
●
Seniors:
●
Primary purpose: keeping in touch with grandchildren
●
Windows desktop preferred and compatible with windows AT
●
Parents/carers of children:
●
Android tablets great entertainment hub
●
Chromecast allows YouTube, ABC iView etc to be viewed on a large-screen TV

●
Lots of great disability-specific apps with Android releases now similar to Apple
What's suitable: Workers and students 
●
Workers:
●
Windows tablet for productivity on the go, an Android smartphone for calls/messages
●
Students:
●
Windows tablet for taking notes, Android smartphone for social media and apps
●
Raspberry Pi with full featured desktop computer and free software
Launch Of The Affordable Access Project
●
Launched at ACCAN's annual conference on 14 September 2016 by Deputy CEO of MAA, Natalie Collins, in front of 175 delegates.
●
Display stand, live demo's, USBs and print copies of Tip Sheet resources distributed.
●
220 disability groups received News Release.
●
Launch videoed, audio recorded and written up as articles by MAA and content shared.
Usage of Resources and Responses to the Website
●
400 Tip Sheets on USBs and as printed copies distributed to Computer Seniors Conference and the GoDigi conference in late 2016, with social media & coverage in MAA newsletters.
●
Editorials in e-Access Bulletin, GoDigi blog, Aust Network on Disability newsletter & more.
●
4,164 page views by 1,450 users since launch.
●
Site visitors across all age ranges, with 54% M to 46% F gender split, and 500 downloads.
Further Information
●
Website:     www.affordableaccess.com.au
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