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As chair of IFLA section LPD and as a member of the daisy board I am extremely fortunate to meet with a number of organisations and individuals who are doing great work in accessible information. 
There are many projects and I can not mention them all, so here are the highlights. 
Many sources of advice within the industry including Accessibility Newsletter, EDItEUR, and publishing Trade Associations
Collaborate with local accessibility organisations and specialist libraries
Enabling Technologies Framework
The Enabling Technologies Framework is a three year project funded by WIPO and endorsed by the Stakeholders Platform of WIPO which started in June 2010. This is a joint project involving both EDItEUR and the DAISY Consortium 

Their goal is to evolve mainstream publishing processes so that they are capable of delivering digital publications that are fully accessible to people with reading disabilities. If engineered properly, publishing processes should be able to yield digital products that can be used effectively by every member of society. 
The focus of work has been to develop best practice guidelines for publishers to follow in their production process and where appropriate to integrate existing standards (including ONIX, ePub and DAISY) into mainstream publishing in ways that enhance these best practices. The outputs have been designed to be used by publishers in all parts of the world.

Aim : to catalogue working practices and capabilities within the industry
to gain an understanding of the knowledge base within the industry
Survey conducted over a period of 8 weeks
87 responses from a wide variety of countries and sizes of organisations 
UK
Australia
New Zealand
Belgium
India
USA
Canada
France
Italy
South Africa

64% are producing e-books 20% would like to and 16% are not.  To the extent that they produce materials in accessible formats 54% stated that they are not sure of what is required. 
Of the 64% producing eBooks, 40% are not sure of what is required when considering accessibility for the print disabled.
Of the 64% producing eBooks, 50% are offering pdf as an accessible format and yet 65% of those producing eBooks are working in xml.
Of the 48% working in xml, 40% are still receiving their content as basic word processed documents. The majority of these add structure to their files during the production or post production stages.
However 34% of those working in xml do start to add structure in the editorial and design stages.
Cross tabulating these results told us that where publishers are archiving in xml based formats or as pdfs for digital supply this was managed by the IT department whereas pdf for printer archives are managed by production departments.
Very often both archives may exist but requests may not be going to the correct department.
Based upon our initial findings at this early stage of analysis it would appear that the issues are not necessarily technical. Many publishers have all the ingredients required to produce accessible digital files but lack of communication is resulting in a general lack of knowledge within the publishing industry across all markets. 
As the first year of the project is nearing completion EDItEUR launches the guidelines document Accessible Publishing, Best Practice Guidelines for Publishers and these are available in Word, HTML and PDF.
The U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), awarded $5 million to Benetech, in collaboration with The Carl and Ruth Shapiro Family National Center for Accessible Media (NCAM) at WGBH and the U.S. Fund for DAISY (USFDAISY), to create a research and development center that will greatly improve the processes and availability of accessible images for students with disabilities. The new Digital Image and Graphic Resources for Accessible Materials Center (DIAGRAM) will develop tools and best practices that will make it easier and more cost-effective to create and use accessible images across a range of educational content.
The new Digital Image and Graphic Resources for Accessible Materials Center (DIAGRAM) will develop tools and best practices that will make it easier and more cost-effective to create and use accessible images across a range of educational content. More information is available in the press release.
Through the work proposed by the DIAGRAM center, access to images will improve at all levels of education, with a focus on K-12 curriculum needs. The major activities of the first year of the project include:
1.Research to produce baseline data on adequacy, quality, availability and usage of image production in AIM and access products;
2.Research of process and practice challenges within the image production chain in order to identify required changes to support provision of images in AIM; 
3.Accelerating development and inclusion of specifications for high-quality accessible images in electronic publishing standards to support implementation by technology developers to create cost-effective, widely available solutions.
The DIAGRAM Center team will research and develop diverse methods of making images and other non-text content accessible, including visual displays, magnification, tactile graphics and multimedia. Staff will work with organizations such as the W3C, IDPF, DAISY and others, to ensure that standards for e-books, digital talking books (DTBs) and the Web accommodate mechanisms for conveying long descriptions to users. 
The primary focus of DIAGRAM’s early work will be on description of images within textbooks. 
Standards work will play a crucial role in the early stages of the DIAGRAM project, as well. Staff will actively participate in industry standards groups, especially those focused on the emerging HTML5, DAISY and EPUB recommendations. 
