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Introduction 

For the Australian Braille Authority 2013 was a year of hard work, progress and consolidation. 

We now have a new and vibrant Webpage, ten more holders of the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille and a constantly growing number of Facebook followers. We have more Training Materials and Guidelines and there is important work being done on our behalf at the International level. Our Members around the nation are working hard to promote braille and to ensure that it is available. This report enables me to look back over the year and highlight our key achievements. 
Structure and Accountability 

The ABA was established in 1982. It is charged with overseeing the development and maintenance of braille codes and specifications used in Australia. It acts as a braille accreditation body, and promotes braille as the primary literacy medium for people who are blind, deafblind, or have severe vision impairment. 
As Chair of the ABA, I am a voting member of the Executive of our parent organisation, the Round Table on Information Access for People with a Print Disability Inc. (Round Table). I report on our activities at Round Table Executive meetings and participate in the broader management of the organisation. I thank Round Table Executive members led by Neil Jarvis, and also Tammy Axelsen, our Round Table Administration Officer for their guidance and support throughout the year. 

Our ABA members are Round Table Member organisations with an interest in the production, teaching or use of braille. We also have a number of Individual members who join us through our Regional Braille Forums. 
Executive Committee 

ABA Executive members are elected for a two-year term at our Annual National Meeting. Executive meet monthly, using telephone conferencing, to plan and progress our work. The Convenors of our Regional Braille Forums are also invited to attend and fully participate in these meetings. From time to time we invite others to join and participate. Executive members are enthusiastic and conscientious. They willingly take on responsibilities and freely share their knowledge and skills. For this, I am most appreciative. 
Regional Braille Forums
We have two active Regional Braille Forums. Sydney Forum has been convened by Annette Sutherland and Queensland Forum by Nicole Donaldson. Both groups meet quarterly. Their meetings cleverly combine a mix of presentations from guest speakers, "show and tell" sessions, information exchange and interactive braille related activities. Both Annette and Nicole (together with members of their small leadership Groups) work hard when planning meetings to involve and inform braille interested people. 
Both groups also organise events to involve our very young braille users. 
More information about the activities of these Regional Braille Forums is appended below.

The Western Australian Braille Interest group is not yet functioning as a Regional Braille Forum with regular meetings and activities. Due to changes in leadership personnel, their new "lease of life" has been a little slower coming to fruition than all had hoped. However, they certainly have enthusiasm and skills which we hope to formally harness and share very soon. 
Member Organisations 

As noted above, ABA's member organisations are those members of Round Table with an interest in the production, teaching or use of braille. We thank these organisations as, without their support, and the support of their knowledgeable personnel, the ABA would be sadly lacking in skills and resources.

Some of our member organisations have chosen to submit for our meeting, short written reports sharing information about the projects they have developed, or worked on in the past year. It truly is great to know that our members are working so hard and diligently, to ensure that all braille readers – throughout Australia and beyond – have access to high quality braille that meets our educational and recreational needs. 
2013 National Meeting
Our 2013 National meeting was held at the Novotel Sydney Central, with about 35 people in attendance. A highlight was an extended presentation by Frances Gentle, Ben Clare and Ann Clark who spoke of their recent work pertaining to braille training and production in South East Asia and the Pacific. All three presentations were most informative. It was evident that the personal commitments of time, energy and self-sacrifice contributed by each had been integral in making these projects so successful. 
Communications 
ABA continues to communicate regularly with its members in a number of different ways. 

While members of both Braille Forums meet face-to-face quarterly, the Sydney Forum also conducts its Children's Braille Writing Competition each November; and the Queensland Forum facilitates its Children's Braille Club each school term. Members of both Forums continue to find new and innovative ways to promote braille in their communities. 
OZBRL is our long established Listserv. It continues to be a valuable communication tool providing an easily accessible platform for circulation of notices and other key materials. It serves as a question and answer forum dealing with issues of braille and braille related software and provides a pointer to the availability of braille ready documents. It is our electronic noticeboard. 
To join the list, send a blank email with a blank subject line to: ozbrl-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

I thank Bruce Maguire for his continued moderation of this list.

The ABA Facebook page membership has grown by 50% over the last year. There are now more than 150 facebook users "liking" the page. Of these people: 
· 75% are female.
· 75% are from Australia, 4.5% are from the United States, 4.5% from New Zealand and the remainder are from Spain, United Kingdom, Canada, India, Ireland Brazil and Kenya. 

· Melbourne and Sydney are by far the most common home towns.

· 45-54 is the most common age group (24%).
The page is updated regularly with information and links about news, events, technology and products relating to braille. Some of the most popular posts this year included "braille fails" (instances of incorrect or misleading braille signage), a braille embosser made out of Lego, and the new braille street signage in the Melbourne CBD. 

To join the ABA Facebook page: 

· sign in to Facebook, 

· search for "Australian Braille Authority" and 

· click on "like". 

Our Facebook page was the brainchild of Leona Holloway who is responsible for finding most of its content. 
The Braille Australia Website was developed in association with the Round Table’s website redesign in the second half of 2013. The ABA can now be found at http://brailleaustralia.org. 

Leona Holloway, our Webmaster, has been kept very busy developing and now managing our website. Learning as she went and with some initial guidance from Sean Brougham and Claudio Montalban (work colleagues from Vision Australia), Leona was entirely responsible for the design and population of this Braille Australia site. I thank her, Sean and Claudio for their efforts on our behalf. 
Now, through Leona we can quickly and conveniently make our own changes and additions so the Events page is a great place to find out about current braille-related activities within Australia. 

The website has already received around 2,000 visits, with the most popular topics being UEB, the UEB Rulebook and Training Manual, "About Braille" and Events. The Rulebook has been downloaded more than 200 times. We encourage you to visit our website and importantly to let us have your feedback. To do so, you can use the link at the bottom of each page. 
Our website is new! Your ideas, comments and contributions are welcome. Remember! If it is to be our ABA website, it must contain our braille related contributions. 
ABA publications

The DBT Producers' Manual has now been in use for almost three years and it is continuing to prove valuable to braille transcribers everywhere. It is available for download as either braille, or print files from our Braille Australia webpage. As it guides the reader through the various DBT menus, it uses many examples and screen dumps to illustrate the points being made. 
The Unified English Braille – Australian Training Manual edited by Josie Howse, is our most recent publication. It replaces the Braille Primer – Australian Edition and was released just in time for our 2013 meeting. However, at that time we noted that braille versions were still to be produced. Kathy Riessen has been working on this project (amongst others) and the 4-volume braille edition is now in its final proofing stages. We will notify you when it is available; but, never fear … it has not been put in the "too hard" basket. 
Work on the ABA Rules and Guidelines for Formatting of Braille Material has been slower than anticipated due to higher priorities. Background work continues; the Manual is large and contains many practical examples. It gives guidance on how to achieve desired formatting results. In the last year, the draft has been edited for consistency and formatted for print and braille. The content of all rules and guidelines has been agreed upon. The draft is currently undergoing a final check by the working party lead by Leona Holloway, with the support of Christine Simpson, Josie Howse, Kathy Riessen, Linda Triasmono and Shirley Henderson. We hope to release it later in 2014. 
The Rules of Unified English Braille – Second Edition 2013 (the Rulebook) is not officially an ABA publication. However, over this past year, the final editing and layout work has certainly drawn heavily on ABA resources. Leona Holloway, Kathy Riessen and I have spent many hours ensuring that its content and presentation are absolutely clear and correct. This of course has left each of us with far less time to give to other projects. Late in 2013, the Rulebook was released simultaneously in print and braille and a linked PDF version has only recently been added, providing improved navigation to internal references. All files are available for free download from http://iceb.org/ueb.html or from our Braille Australia webpage. We particularly thank Phyllis Landon (from Canada) for her careful drafting of the rules and her skilled leadership of the UEB Code Maintenance Committee; and George Bell from the UK, for his work in preparing the "linked file". 
Accreditation 

In early October 2013, the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille examinations were conducted. The examination tests a candidate's knowledge of the Unified English Braille Code, by requiring them to transcribe into braille a short extract of text from a book, a recipe and a poem; to transcribe into print a short article provided to them in braille; and to proofread a passage of braille which includes approximately ten deliberate errors. 
· 20 candidates sat the test in Australia 

· 14 candidates required regular print format, 1 required large print and 5 required braille format.

· 13 candidates produced their examination using manual Perkins Braillers, one responded on a Mountbatten Brailler and six used computer and 6-key entry.

· Ten candidates were successful in receiving their certificates. 
· Of the successful candidates, six were regular print users, one preferred large print and three were braille users.

· Of the ten unsuccessful candidates: eight were regular print users and two were braille users.

We acknowledge: 

· Annette Sutherland, Maria Haddad and Margarita Avagyan (all from NSW) and Anne Tann (from Queensland), who all gained a Distinction;

· Tom Macmahon and Annette Collins (from Queensland) and Mitzi Raaphorst (from NSW) who gained a Credit;

· Kate Alexandra Paul (from NSW) and Sarah Marie Vilhunen and Michael Power (from Queensland) who gained a Pass. 
On behalf of the ABA, I congratulate all Proficiency Certificate recipients on your achievement. I also congratulate those who were not successful and encourage you to again sit the Proficiency Certificate when it is offered later in the year. With more experience, you well may be pleasantly surprised by your results.

Well done to One and All.

Thank you to all involved in choosing, preparing and assembling examination papers as well as members of our Proficiency Certificate Marking Committee. Your work, lead by Josie Howse is appreciated. 

The Trans-Tasman examination, offered annually, is jointly and simultaneously conducted by the Australian Braille Authority and the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust. 
We encourage employers to recognise the benefits of staff obtaining their Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille and strongly urge them to reward success with appropriate renumeration. 
International Involvements

Bill Jolley has continued as Australia's representative to the Executive, of the International Council on English Braille (ICEB), where he serves as Treasurer. 
The year’s highlights for ICEB were publication of the Rules of Unified English Braille: Second Edition 2013 and a fully revised edition of World Braille Usage. Bill's report is appended below. 
Following some background information about ICEB, Bill then reports briefly on the release of the updated version of World Braille Usage, work of the Code Maintenance Committee – culminating in release of the second edition of the Rulebook, ICEB Membership Fees and finally he updates us with some recent news.

Also appended below is a report from Ann Clark. Ann sends us "News from Kiribati" following her most informative presentation to us at our meeting last May.
Conclusion

During the four years that I have served as Chair of ABA I have been able to guide and progress many facets of our work. In particular, we have greatly diversified methods of and opportunities for communication between Members, between Members and Executive and between ABA and the broader community. Our ABA Terms of Reference and Guidelines for operation of our Regional Braille Forums are now bedded down and being implemented. I have actively participated in the updating and consolidation of our teaching and training materials and played a key role in documenting our braille code rules. I have represented Australia at the international level with both conference papers and leadership of the Australian delegation to the Fifth General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille. There is however, more to be done and I would like the opportunity to continue leading our Australian Braille Authority for a further two year term.

I therefore offer myself for re-election as your "Chair".
I gratefully acknowledge the contributions of our Executive Members – Jordie Howell, Josie Howse, Bill Jolley, Kathy Riessen and Linda Triasmono, who together with Annette Sutherland and Nicole Donaldson (our RBF Convenors) and Leona Holloway (our tireless "behind the scenes" worker), for their support and commitment throughout this past year. Each of these busy people has found time to give to the leadership of ABA and each leaves an indelible stamp of their contribution.

In this report, I have commented on ABA happenings from throughout the year. Many people have worked extremely hard to ensure that for blind people, Braille truly is Our Key to Literacy. Our role is to keep the Key turning and continue unlocking the many barriers to information which have disadvantaged those blind people who have gone before us!
Christine Simpson
Chair – Australian Braille Authority

May 2014
Queensland Regional Braille Forum

The annual report of the ABA Queensland Regional Braille Forum covers the period from March 2013 until the present. During this time the forum has met at least four times. An AGM is scheduled for 1st May 2014.

The year has seen the continuation of Braille Club – a fun afternoon for students who use braille. This continues to be a very successful program. Numbers have gradually increased with up to 10 children attending some afternoons. Braille Club is run on a term basis and this year the sessions have included recipes and cooking, music and mapping. It is fantastic to see the young people enjoying using braille for a range of functional purposes, as well as the fun tongue twisters, jokes and stories shared in the quarterly newsletters provided. Braille Buzz and Human Braille Cell games continue to be firm favourites at every session.

This year the Braille Literacy Challenge was once again run by QBWA in conjunction with Education Queensland. Whilst ABA was not directly involved in any organisation of the day, ABA members attended the challenge and participated in judging roles as well as interacting with many of the students. The day was a great success and it is great that some students have such a familiarity with Braille House and know the ABA members due to braille club.

This year we investigated holding another adult event and planned a trip to Noosa to visit a tactile exhibition but lack of numbers meant the event was not run. We have decided to focus on events for the young people and are investigating the possibility of holding dinner meetings with a guest speaker to encourage more adult consumer involvement in ABA.

During May we are combining with World Access for the Blind Australia in organising a fundraising event in order to replenish some much needed funds. We are also hoping to plan a second fund raising event later in 2014.

The 2013 year ended with an ABA dinner at a local restaurant in December. We are pleased that ABA Qld meetings continue to be well attended with some new memberships. We are encouraged that Braille is able to be promoted through the efforts of ABA Qld’s energetic and passionate members. The forum thanks the ABA Executive for its guidance through the year.

Nicole Donaldson

Queensland Regional Braille Forum

April 2014 

Sydney Braille Forum: Review of 2013/2014.

Convenor – Annette Sutherland

Secretary – Gail Story

Our first meeting after the Annual Meeting of 2013 was held on 5th June. Our guest presenters for this meeting were Tristan Clare and David Standen. They are both proficient braille users and have also eagerly embraced Apple technology.

Tristan and David demonstrated the use and accessibility of their favourite Apps such as TripView, Facebook and music. They also showed how Braille Touch works and the integration of devices such as a BlueTooth keyboard.

The next meeting was held on 7th August. Our guest presentation was by Pacific Vision Australia. 

Anthony Kirkpatrick and Scott Erichsen demonstrated braille devices available from Pacific Vision Australia. These included the BrailleSense U2, Braille and QWERTY keyboards, Braille Edge and BrailleSense OnHand. All our members were able to try out these devices.
The biggest event for the year, our annual Braille Writing Competition Award Evening was held on the 20th November. The evening was a wonderful celebration of the children’s achievements and a great social evening. Our guest author this year was Nathan Luff. Nathan was very engaging with the children and a wonderful inspiration for them.

We had 43 students express an interest in this Year’s Braille Writing competition. Students from the Department of Education, Catholic Education, Independent schools and for the first time we have a student who is home schooled. 

Tricia d’Apice form RIDBC Teleschool addressed our first meeting for 2014, Tricia demonstrated the tactile resources used in the instruction of braille to students in rural and remote areas. 

The positions of both Convenor and Secretary were due for re-election at this meeting. Forum members now welcome Tricia d’Apice as the new Convenor and Annette Sutherland as the Secretary. 
We look forward to another successful year of sharing information on braille and braille related issues.

Annette Sutherland

International Report 

Overview

The main focus of this report is recent activities of the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) and related matters. 

ICEB background

The members of ICEB are Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, Nigeria, South Africa, the United Kingdom and the United States. The ICEB President is Pete Osborne and I am the Treasurer. During 2013 the ICEB Executive Committee continued to meet quarterly by teleconference. The year’s highlights were publications of the second edition of the UEB Rulebook and a fully revised edition of World Braille Usage.

During 2013 the ICEB’s most active committee continued to be the UEB Code Maintenance Committee, where Australia is represented by Leona Holloway and Christine Simpson. Jordie Howelll continued to serve as Chair of the Braille Music Committee.

World Braille Usage

The project to revise and reissue World Braille Usage was carried out by the National Library Service of the Library of Congress with the support of ICEB and Perkins School. Launched in June 2013, this third edition of World Braille Usage includes 133 languages that have been transcribed into 137 different braille alphabet and punctuation codes, and represents 142 countries. It was made possible by hundreds of people who use and produce braille throughout the world, and captures a new perspective on the global use of braille. World Braille Usage attempts to document the current state of braille around the world, but many changes and innovations—both technological and political—remain on the horizon. It is hoped that the trend toward codifying additional languages, standardizing current codes, and developing new tools for access will continue, making braille literacy accessible in every native tongue to blind people everywhere. Print and braille copies (the latter without tactile renderings of the graphical symbols) can be downloaded as a PDF or BRF files respectively. Discussions to produce a hardcopy braille version of World Braille Usage, with the tactile graphics included, are ongoing.

UEB Code Maintenance Committee

This committee is responsible for official documentation of the rules of UEB, providing clarification where needed and making additions and changes as necessary. The Committee is Chaired by Phyllis Landon (a code expert from Canada) and consists of one representative from each member country of ICEB—Leona Holloway being Australia's representative. In addition, there are two other invited code experts (Christine Simpson – Rulebook Editor) and Jo Sullivan (from Duxbury Systems). 
Over the last year the Committee has functioned entirely through email communication. Its main achievement in recent months has been the release of The Rules of Unified English Braille: Second Edition 2013. The Rulebook was released simultaneously in print and braille and a linked PDF version has recently been added, providing improved navigation to internal references. All files are available for free download from http://iceb.org/ueb.html. 

Some of the more notable changes and addition to the Rulebook include:

· section 2.3 was changed to make it clear that print capitalisation is not considered ornamentation;

· creation of new UEB symbols for the music accidentals (sharp, flat and natural) when they appear in a literary context;

· incorporation of three new sections: 14 Code Switching; 15 Scansion, Stress and Tone; and 16 Line Mode, Guide Dots;

· an alphabetic list of example words given in the Rulebook, forming a new appendix to the Rulebook; and

· A list of symbols showing their printed form and UEB equivalents.

The braille version of the Rulebook has been produced by CNIB with BANA formatting and page dimensions of 30 characters per line and 25 lines per page.

As implementation of UEB around the world has begun in earnest, the committee has moved to discussion of questions about UEB rules from practitioners. Leona Holloway is currently posting the Results of these discussions on ozbrl but it is hoped that a more formal public means of dissemination will be established in the near future.

Membership fees

The Executive Committee, at its meeting of March 2013, decided to increase ICEB membership fees from $US 500 to $US 1000. Fees haven’t been increased since they were first set in 1991. However, in November 2013 the Executive committee decided to rescind this decision, to avert financial embarrassment claimed by some members, and the membership fee reverted to $US 500. The ICEB ended 2013 with a bank balance of just on $34,500.

Recent news

· The mid-term meeting of the Executive Committee will be held in New Zealand during May 2014. Australian participation will be headed by Bill Jolley as ICEB Treasurer, with support from Christine Simpson and Jordie Howell as meeting observers. 

· Pete Osborne has resigned as ICEB President, and Christo de Clerk from South Africa is acting in his stead. Pete is leaving RNIB after 21 years and it is timely to take a moment to reflect on his many achievements for improved access to reading materials in the Braille and audio formats, and to wish him every success in the next stage of his distinguished professional career. 

Bill Jolley 

April 2014 

News from Kiribati

It’s been almost twelve months since I spoke briefly about Kiribati, its students and teachers and the Special School to members of the Australian Braille Authority. At that time I was preparing to return to Kiribati and the school for another year as an AVI volunteer, returning to my previous role as Teacher/Trainer for Teachers of students with VI. 
The submission for an embosser, computer, software (Duxbury) and the extras required for a small braille production unit had been granted and purchased during my second assignment in Kiribati in 2012. To assist in their computer literacy, two of the teachers had attended a Beginners Computer Course at the Kiribati Institute of Technology, this knowledge proved invaluable for them in learning to use the braille production equipment. 
My initial twelve to eighteen months’ in Kiribati was productive. It also laid the foundation for more training opportunities. On returning to Kiribati in 2013, the Committee and Principal approved a submission, through the Commonwealth Grants Scheme, to engage two trainers from Australia to workshop the teachers in IT Training for Vision Impairment and Orientation and Mobility.

Also, the Manager of Continuing Professional Education at the Renwick Centre, RIDBC, Trudy Smith, was prepared to supply the examination papers for the Braille for Educators Exam and have them marked by their examiner, Josie Howes who is also the Manager of the NSW State Braille and Large Print Unit for the NSW Department of Education and Communities.

We began to work through the new Unified English Braille Australian Training Manual as soon as I returned. It did provide some challenges, especially with the English language. While braille contractions, shortforms, wordsigns etc. may seem obvious and commonsense to people who are English speakers, learning the UEB Code when English is not your first language, provided an additional challenge. The teachers’ perseverance and determination was impressive. I would see them read over and over the instructions at the beginning of a lesson and then go through it again with them. I know I went through some of the lessons with each teacher several times before they developed competency in that aspect of the braille. We spent most of the Christmas break completing the lessons and revising the Manual. When the exam arrived from Renwick College, I don’t think I have ever seen three more nervous people. The completed papers were then sent to Renwick for marking towards the end of January. 

Ben Clare’s visit in November 2012 trained the Teachers in using Non-Visual Desktop Access (NVDA). Ben’s extensive work in the Pacific Region as well as his knowledge of technology and capacity to train people ensured the success of his visit. The Teachers now have the skills to instruct their students in IT and a program of instruction to follow. 

The final part of the Commonwealth Grants Scheme involves Tricia d’Apice’s visit to train the teachers and staff at the school in Orientation and Mobility. This training is scheduled for two weeks in April 2014. 
There are now three teachers in Kiribati who each have a Certificate in Braille for Educators, two with a Credit and one with a Distinction and each has a Certificate of Competence in Technology for People with Vision Impairment and in the near future each will have a Certificate of Competence in O&M. 
My assignment finishes early June, so I wish you all the best for the AGM and the coming year. I really appreciate your interest in Kiribati and thank you, on behalf of the Teachers and Students, for providing us with the new Training Manual. 
Ann Clark 
Teacher/Trainer for Teachers of Children with Vision Impairment. 
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