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Slide 1 Legal Position
· Australian Human Rights Commission

· World Wide Web Access: Disability Discrimination Act Advisory Notes

· www.hreoc.gov.au/disability_rights/standards/WWW_3/www_3.html
· Australian Government (AGIMO) 

· Website Accessibility National Transition Strategy (NTS)

· http://webguide.gov.au/accessibility-usability/accessibility
· Outcome: Word cannot be used as a sole format, needs to be supported by an additional format

Slide 2 Accessibility of Microsoft Word

· Microsoft Word has increased accessibility support for people with a disability, and for content creators

· 2010 onwards includes the "Accessibility Checker" 

· Limitations for accessibility

· Identifying row and column headers in tables

· Controlling the reading order

· ActiveX form controls

Slide 3 Authoring Techniques for Word

· Round Table Guidelines for Accessible E-text

· Latest release November 2009

· Accessibility for People with Print Disabilities 

· http://www.e-bility.com/roundtable/guidelines-accessible-e-text.php
· Accessible Digital Office Documents (ADOD) Project

· Latest release April 2013

· Support for all disability groups
· http://adod.idrc.ocad.ca/word2010
Slide 4 W3C WCAG 2.0

· W3C WCAG (Web Content Accessibility Guidelines) version 2.0 

· Do not address Word as a format specifically

· PDF Sufficient Techniques include best practice for Word

· http://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG20/ 
· Round Table Guidelines reference WCAG 

· Section 4 Standards, Guidelines and Best Practice 

· Accessible Digital Office Documents (ADOD) Project

· Guidance is based primarily on WCAG 2.0 


Slide 5 Digital Access at Vision Australia

· Leading accessibility consultancy in Australia and long standing members of the W3C

· Digital Access is pan-disability

· Provided training in accessible document creation to over 600 people in last 12 months

· Approach:

· WCAG 2.0 principles and techniques

· Undertaken research, user-based and technical testing to further improve accessibility for all users

Slide 6 Creating a Word Document
· An accessible raw source document can easily be converted into accessible HTML, PDF, Braille…

· Techniques for Word are similar to HTML and PDF

· Use true heading styles rather than formatting effects

· Provide alternative text for images

· Use sufficient colour contrast between background and text

· Identify the header row of tables

· Avoid text boxes for formatting

Slide 7 Questions?
Slide 8 Contact Details

· Digital Access 

· Phone 1300 367 055

· Email digitalaccess@visionaustralia.org
· Web www.visionaustralia.org/digitalaccess
· Address 4 Mitchell Street, Enfield NSW 2136
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