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AUSTRALIAN BRAILLE AUTHORITY

A subcommittee of the Round Table on Information Access

for People with Print Disabilities Inc.

                                                 Chair:

Christine Simpson, cms.infoalt@bigpond.com (03) 5795 2307

                                                   Secretary: 

Linda Triasmono, lindatriasmono@bigpond.com (07) 3848 1223


Australian Braille Authority

Minutes of the Annual Meeting

28 April 2012

Venue: Association for the Blind of Western Australia Inc.

61 Kitchener Road, Victoria Park WA

Meeting opened 10:30.

Chair – Christine Simpson

Minutes – Linda Triasmono

The meeting began with an acknowledgment of the local custodians of the land on which the meeting was held.

NOTE: 

These minutes should be read in conjunction with the 2011-12 Report of the ABA Chair and its associated attachments; all of which were circulated to attendees of the 2012 ABA Annual Meeting.

Roll Call

· Accessible Information and Communications: Mary Schnackenberg (non-voting delegate)

· Association for the Blind of WA Inc.: Peter Cliff, Jean Fisher, Chris Whitelock (delegate)

· Australian Braille Authority Queensland: Wendy Sara (delegate) Linda Triasmono

· Australian Braille Authority Sydney: Annette Sutherland (delegate)

· Australian Braille Authority Western Australia: Paul Bell (delegate)

· Blind Citizens Australia:  Robyn Gaile, Bill Jolley (delegate)
· Brailleways: Bruce Maguire (delegate)

· Canberra Blind Society: Peter Granleese (delegate)

· Catholic Education: Michelle Cutrupi (delegate)

· Department of Education & Communities New South Wales: Josie Howse (delegate)

· Department of Education & Training Northern Territory, Student Services: Elaine Goostrey (delegate)

· Department of Education (Western Australia) Vision Education Service: Shirley Henderson (delegate)

· Information Alternatives: Christine Simpson (delegate)

· Open Training & Education Network: Stephen Belbin (delegate)

· Queensland Braille Writing Association: Sue Wagner (delegate) 

· Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children: Brian Conway (delegate)

· Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind: Maria Stevens (non-voting delegate)

· South Australia School for Vision Impaired: Kathy Riessen (delegate)

· Vision Australia: Leona Holloway (delegate), John Simpson 

· Independent braille consumers: Joanne Chua, Greg Madson, Tamara Kearney, Ramona Mandy, Julie Sutherland

Apologies

· Jordie Howell (Vision Australia) 

· John Richardson (Vision Impairment Service Tasmania)

· Leanne Smith (South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment)
In Memoriam

Pat Dawson

Pat will be remembered as a lifelong user of braille. She was a passionate advocate for the role of braille as a key literacy medium for blind people, and she did much to promote it in the community.

Pat served as Secretary of the Australian Braille Authority (ABA) for 10 years, beginning in the mid-1980s. During this time she maintained an exemplary standard of minute-taking, correspondence and record-keeping, and was an inexhaustible source of encouragement and support to those of us who were privileged to work with her on the ABA Executive.

After Pat concluded her term as ABA Secretary in 1996, she continued to play an active role in the ABA NSW Subcommittee, including involvement with the Subcommittee's annual Braille Writing competition. She also worked tirelessly to promote braille in the community, and would often take leave from her day job to spend time at the local library during Education Week or Book Week, where she would talk to school students about the importance of braille and produce braille samples for them to take away.
Pat was firmly embedded in the politics of her community, being a strong supporter of her local ALP branch. She also served on various disability-related bodies such as the Commuter Transport Council, often in an Executive capacity. 
Pat began work as an audio typist with the NSW Department of Education in 1965. In 1995 she changed roles to become a braille proofreader, and she retired in 2006 after 40 years of service to the Department and to the broader community of blind people. 

Pat Dawson was a loyal friend, an esteemed colleague, and an inspiration to us all. Pat died on  July 27, 2011.
May she be in peace.

Bettye Maxwell Krolick

Bettye was born on August 1, 1926 in St. Louis, Missouri.

She was an accomplished musician, who, throughout her long, well-travelled life, played violin in several symphony and small, regional orchestras throughout the United States. Bettye was devoted to her family, had a life-long desire to help others and was driven by her inexhaustible sense of adventure. Around the age of 50, Bettye learned how to transcribe music into Braille and began doing volunteer work for blind people. Realizing there were limited resources available to blind music students, she wrote a helpful book called "How to Read Braille Music". She also taught many school music teachers how to help blind students become involved with the school band, orchestra or choir through Braille music.

She soon discovered that the field of Braille music was not yet standardized internationally. She met with Braille music experts throughout the world and went on to write the first International Braille Music Dictionary for the Library of Congress. She served on the Braille Music Subcommittee for the World Blind Union. 

As technology evolved and the home computer became available in the 1980’s, Bettye, by that time in her 60s, kept up with all of the latest technological possibilities which allowed Braille transcribers to harness the power of the computer. 

In the 1990’s she became President of the National Braille Association. She continued to be actively involved in international music braille transcription and teaching, including facilitating an international "chat room" on the internet (originating from Italy) about music braille. Her devotion to braille music over thirty years provided her the opportunity to travel widely throughout the world, including several European nations, Russia, China and New Zealand. During her career she enjoyed meeting many amazing people, both sighted and blind. 
When Bettye was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease in 2004, in her typical optimistic fashion, her motto became “I’m not going to focus on what I can’t do – I’m going to focus on what I can do.” Bettye did so much during her long life, and our world is a better place because she was here.

Bettye died from complications of Alzheimer’s disease on August 5, 2011, at the age of 85.

Administration

The meeting arrangements were discussed by Chris Whitelock. 

The arrangements for Monday’s ABA Workshop on tactile graphics were presented by Josie Howse.

Confirmation of agenda

There were no suggestions for additional items.

2011 Annual meeting minutes

These were tabled following their adoption by executive at its meeting of February 15, 2012.
There were no additional items for business arising. 

Reports

ABA Chair's Report – Christine Simpson, Chair

Christine's report focussed on the work of ABA throughout the year. It highlighted the work of many members and the results of many projects. Christine:

· Spoke of the progress of our publications and acknowledged the skills and hard work of members in producing these; 

· Commented on the importance of our Braille Forums and the various communication methods used to disseminate information; 

· Thanked member organisations for their reports and commented on the important and innovative work they do for braille users;

· Congratulated recent recipients of the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille and thanked those involved with the preparation and marking of candidate papers; and 
· Acknowledged the work done by our members at the international level. 

In concluding, Christine thanked the Round Table Executive for their support of the ABA and also the ABA Executive members and Braille Forum Convenors for their constant work and support throughout the year. 

Christine moved the report for adoption (report previously circulated) and it was seconded by Bruce Maguire. (Carried). 

ABA Sydney Braille Forum – Annette Sutherland (Convenor)

Annette spoke to her previously circulated report. Discussion included:

· The reason for the name change from NSW to Sydney?

· Commendation on variety and content of activities which serve the whole lifecycle of Braille usage.

· Attendance is usually about 30 per meeting.

· The numbers are increased when there is a popular guest speaker at a social venue with opportunities to socialise. Of the 30, there is a core group of about 5 users, a few observers and the rest are educators. 

ABA Qld Braille Forum – Nicole Donaldson (Convenor)

Wendy Sara spoke to Nicole's previously circulated report. 

· There is some engagement with parents of braille using students in the Braille Club gatherings. This amounts mostly to informal discussions among themselves and with the braille users and educators present.

ABA Western Australia Group – Paul Bell

Paul spoke to his previously circulated report. 

· After a lapse of 2.5 years, the group has again commenced meeting regularly.

· Interest is strong and their opinions have been sought on several matters.

Christine indicated that the ABA Executive strongly encourage the group to become a Regional Braille Forum and will support them in any way possible.

Member Reports

Report from the Northern Territory – Inge Carter
Elaine Goostrey spoke to Inge's previously circulated report. 
Christine congratulated Elaine on the important work they are doing for so few students. She commented that although their numbers may be low, there work is no less important. It is pleasing to hear of the pride they take in their Braille production unit and the students they serve.

South Australia: SASVI and RSB – Kathy Riessen

Kathy spoke to her previously circulated report. 
· It was noted that SASVI has a high success rate in UEB training for transcribers and teachers. This is considered mandatory and is paid for by the school.

· They have introduced a Braille "Butterfly Program" in which many of their visual readers also learn Braille. This is proving very popular and is enabling some students to move into being dual readers as they reach upper primary and secondary levels.

Victoria: Vision Australia & Statewide Vision Resource Centre – Leona Holloway
Leona spoke to her previously circulated report. 

· The Vision Australia Braille Book of the Year award, which is now linked with the prestigious Miles Franklin Award was noted.

· Vision Australia has also produced an elaborate tactual book: Are We There Yet? To celebrate the National Year of Reading. It was produced on the Tiger embosser.

· In answer to a question Leona advised that multiple copies of this book are unlikely to be produced.

· All the Vision Australia Braille Book of the Year award winning books are added to the Joan Lederman Collection and the list of titles are available on the Vision Australia Library webpage.
Australian Capital Territory – Peter Granleese

Report previously circulated.

· The ACT Subcommittee has not met this year.

· Canberra Blind Society, though suffering staff shortages due to illness, still has a weekly tuition service; serves about 12 readers with varying needs; transcribes at cost price.

· The education department is attempting to reduce the number of braille teachers in its service.

· Braille is not recognised by the department as an alternative format. 

Western Australia: Department of Education – Shirley Henderson

Shirley spoke to her previously circulated report.

· The Vision Education Services has about 20 workers, providing for children from babies to Year 12.

· There are currently 4 students attending music camp, 2 music braillists, one of whom is a musician.

Tasmania: Vision Impairment Service – John Richardson

Kathy Riessen read John's previously circulated report.

Christine congratulated them on an informative report showing how they work to meet the needs of students, teachers, families as well as their own staff. She commented on what appears to be good use of networking opportunities between staff and Blindness Agencies and Commercial organisations on the mainland. 
Queensland Braille Writing Association: Sue Wagner, President

Sue spoke to her previously circulated report.

· QBWA’s braille course is going from strength to strength: with 2 students from Vietnam coming to Brisbane to learn UEB.

· QBWA produced braille ballot papers for the recent state and local elections.

Christine acknowledged QBWA and RIDBC for their financial support for the Australian delegates to the ICEB General Assembly. 

Election of Australian Braille Authority Executive members for 2012-2013

Christine explained that this is an "election" year. A call for nominations for ABA Chair and Committee Members, as detailed in our "Terms of Reference" had been made through OZBRL.

The only nominations received were for members of the current Executive. Therefore the current Executive members were declared to be dually elected as the incoming Executive for the next two year term. 

re-elected as follows were:

Chair: Christine Simpson

General Members: Bill Jolley, Josie Howse, Jordie Howell, Kathy Riessen and Linda Triasmono.

Project Reports

Progress on the following projects is reported on in the 2012 ABA Chair's Report.

· Formatting Guidelines (Leona Holloway, Convenor and Editor)

· UEB Primer – Australian Edition (Josie Howse, Editor)

· UEB Rulebook (Christine Simpson, Editor)

· DBT Producers Manual (Leona Holloway, Editor and Convenor)

· Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille (Josie Howse, Convenor Australian Examinations Committee) 

Electronic Communication 

· Ozbrl Listserve 
· ABA Facebook Page 
International Reports

Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust – Maria Stevens (BANZAT Chair)

Maria spoke to her previously circulated report. 

World Braille Usage Update – Mary Schnackenberg (ICEB Chair)

Mary provided a verbal report to the meeting.

ICEB Executive Report – Bill Jolley (ICEB Executive Treasurer)

Bill spoke to his previously circulated report.
Braille in the South Pacific – Frances Gentle

The report from Frances had been previously circulated and was read to the meeting.

It was noted that ABA could have a role to play in encouraging and promoting the adoption and usage of the braille International Phonetic Alphabet in linguistic textbooks and other materials by Australian transcription agencies.

ICEB Music Committee (Jordie Howell, Convenor)

Kathy Riessen read Jordie's previously circulated report.

· There are currently six Australian organisations which transcribe braille music: Vision Australia, Dept. Education NSW, Dept. Education Qld, Dept. Education WA, Association for the Blind WA and SASVI RNZFB also transcribe music.

UEB Code Maintenance Committee (Leona Holloway and Christine Simpson)

Leona spoke to the previously circulated report. 

· It was noted that we should all be aware of any aspects of the code which are not working as well as envisaged, e.g. the rules governing which symbols are deemed to stand alone.

DAISY Pipeline Working Group (Leona Holloway)

Leona advised: 

· The first test version has been released but without a user interface.

· The working group has almost completed the fact finding phase of its task.

· It has been agreed that it is unlikely that a single-source file which produces perfect braille from DAISY will be achieved. However, it should be possible to stipulate in a number of simple steps, what human intervention will be necessary to create good braille from DAISY.

Braille21 Conference Review

Refer to comments in previously circulated Chair's Report.
Other Business and Discussions

· It was suggested that now is a good time for the six above-mentioned organisations which are actively transcribing music to collaborate in the sharing of files and transcription/production ideas.

· ABA should look at new ways of engaging with an aging population: e.g. the Braille Readers are Leaders program in the USA.

· A means should be found by which transcribers can easily communicate and share information/resources.

· ABA could do more to facilitate the sharing of training materials between agencies and internationally.

· The sharing of resources may bring copyright issues into play.

· When sharing between countries, we need to take differing formatting styles and teaching methods into account.

· Kathy Riessen is willing to take on the task of coordinating this information and resource sharing project, with assistance and advice from the ABA Executive.

· There was a great deal of discussion on whether ABA has a role to play in persuading government departments to make documents and reports accessible in braille.

· It was noted that ABA’s webpage is currently under review, as is Round Table’s website. While ABA would very much like to include more resources on the page, we are restricted with regard to data and space.

· It was suggested that a file sharing facility such as Dropbox, might prove useful when setting up a resource sharing system.

Meeting Close 5.00pm
In closing the meeting, Christine thanked all involved in its organisation and conduct. In particular she acknowledged Chris Whitelock and the many staff and volunteers from the Association of the Blind of Western Australia, Annette Sutherland, – on microphone duties and all attendees who provided such vibrant and fruitful discussion.
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