Feelix Library Story mornings: Approaching new literacies and working with families to further develop these experiences.
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Feelix Library aims to approach new literacies in a number of different ways.

5 bullet points

· Language literacy; a cartoon image of a person with a long tongue and eyeballs protruding.

· Braille literacy; these words in uncontracted braille.

· Tactile graphic literacy; image of a circle with an arrow coming from its side.

· Experiential literacy; image of 2 forks holding soft spaghetti.

· Socio/ emotional literacy; image of a smiling face.

· Conceptual literacy. Two arrows one facing across the page and the other pointing down.
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Language Literacy

Image: picture of a father of a very young Feelix member, engaged with 2 blind 4 year olds who are explaining to him how the things they are feeling on the table, relate to the story they had just heard. All three people are really engaged in the conversation
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Spoken Language and reading stories aloud carries meaning by
2 bullet points.
· Intonation, speed of diction, lyricism and humour.
“ The foundations of learning to read are set down from the moment a child first hears the sounds of people talking, the tune of songs, and the rhythms and repetition of rhymes and stories. Children who have not been regularly talked to or sung to or read aloud to from birth find life at school much more burdensome than they otherwise might” (Mem Fox 2001)
· Feelix story mornings are designed to support families in reading aloud to their child to emphasize meaning.
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Braille Literacy.

· Families engage with their child and the braille text whilst reading the print simultaneously. We acknowledge that every family does this differently.

· Children hold their own copies of books with braille whilst being on mum’s knee, and sharing the story with their peers.

Families see the possibilities.
Two images of mothers with their child on their knees on the floor, looking at the braille print book together while Sigrid Thornton reads the story to the whole group. 
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Tactile Graphic Literacy.

Two images on this page.

1. A child’s hand feeling the scales and shape of a large real fish.
2. A child lying down with a tactile book feeling it and retelling himself a story based on the tactile pictures.

Real experiences are needed at all times. The scales and flippers on this fish can also be represented in small hand sized tactile books. We use the same symbol for fish regularly to concrete the concept in the child’s tactile lexicon.

Children are often drawn to the tactile book once they have heard the story. They then use it to tell their own story based on what they see and feel.
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Responses to Tactile Graphics

The tactile lexicon is often new for parents, but after experiencing a few tactile books they request more for their child.

Simple braille illustrations are often used, as are stereo copy and thermoform graphics. Books are checked regularly for damage and are repaired to keep the quality of the resource.

Image of 2 Feelix kits showing all items included the book with braille, the tactile book, the CD and the hands on materials that accompany the story.
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Experiential Literacy.

At each story morning activities are designed to help the language of the story become alive for the child. Also it sets the cognitive paths for connecting the language of the story with meaning for the blind or low vision child.
An image from our “Can we lick the spoon?” story morning. Two sisters are pouring milk and sifting flour to make their own cake mixture.
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How experiential learning enhances literacy.
3 bullet points.
· Reading the story after the experiences also concretes the language eg “the mud went squelch, squerch.”
· These experiences are stored and transferred to tell their own stories and help understand other stories with similar themes.
· Comprehension begins to happen very early as a result of these experiences. Retelling of the story often occurs while the child is engaged in the hands -on fun.
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Socio emotional literacy.
6 bullet points.

· Feelix members start coming to story mornings at a young age.

· Roll calls help them know who is attending and there are regular attendees.

· This allows them an idea of a peer group and supports families enormously.

· Interactions are spontaneous and are often around sharing food and sharing activities.

· By the ages of 5-7 they remember each other clearly and spontaneous conversation develops especially during the experiential learning activities.

· All family members see how important it is for the child to have friends who share the same interests
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An image of a  large group of families with grandparents and siblings together at a Christmas story morning.
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An image of two 3 year old girls having morning tea together on the same chair, discussing the food while an older sibling listens in.
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Conceptual Literacy.
Much of the language in story books is very conceptual. Think of Humpty Dumpty, there is on the wall, off the wall, a great fall , and being irreparable! Ideally you need an egg.

The tactile books and hands on materials in the kit work to develop  the concepts in each story, because the images are inaccessible.

In The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch there’s a large basket suitable for sending it on a rope from chair to chair. Parents are encouraged to engage with the materials in this way.

Two images.

1. Young member placing eggs in a nestshape to see how many he can fit.
2. A Young member feeling the long vinyl trunk on our elephant we made for the elephant and the bad baby. His grandfather was explaining it to him in chinese.
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NEW LITERACIES? YOU MIGHT ASK?

Picture books carry meaning for young visual children by the images tied to the words and story line.

Feelix story mornings work with families to enhance the learning that occurs from reading a story.

Blind and low vision children vitally need skills in language, tactile graphics, experiences that are hands on, social involvement with their peers in a story time, conceptual skills and hands on interaction with braille and large print with their family.
Combining all these literacies allows greater transference of meaning of braille and print for our children, which encourages more involvement with these mediums and success with reading in the future.
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Final 3 images of a Christmas story morning in 2014.
1. Image of families seated and some on floor listening to the story. The posture of the child in the centre shows how intently he is listening.

2. Image of children and parents sitting at a table engaged in making decorations for their tree.

3. A very young member and his mother making noises with the decorations on the real tree. He could just distinguish the lights on the tree so they are sitting very close to it. End of presentation.
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