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Background – UEBOnline Version 1

· Launched 2014

· An Online Braille Training program for sighted learners

· Based on Unified English Braille Australian Training Manual (April 2014)

· Students must complete a sequence of 30 lessons, each with 2 compulsory exercises
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Key Features – UEBOnline Version 1

· No special equipment needed. Uses standard web browser.

· Uses 6 dot key entry via the s, d, f and j, k, l keys on a standard computer keyboard

· Requires 100% accuracy in exercise completion before continuing with course

· Instant error feedback
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Buy why sighted learners only?

· Braille on paper is a tactile media

· Standard computer screens aren’t tactile

· Initial implementation was very visual and developed using standard web technologies

· Solved initial requirement for streamlining UEB Braille Course Completion

· Now on to accessibility!

Slide 5

The Challenges

· Course must be the same in accessible version

· How do we replace visual markers with audible markers in exercise completion?

· It must use standard accessible technologies such as screen readers like NVDA and JAWS.

· It must cater for low vision students
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Technologies Investigated

· Screen Readers (e.g. JAWS, NVDA)

· ARIA Web Accessibility Attributes

· Refreshable Braille Displays

· Screen Magnifiers
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An idea

· A single smart stateful text input

· Each exercise is completed one word at a time

· A user can repeat the word, spell it, read the sentence in which it is in context while completing the exercise

· All good in theory, but how?
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Proof of Concept

· Great ideas on usability from Ben Clare

· Trialed Exercise 1 from Lesson 1

· Various iterations after review from the working group

· Result = Success!
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The Result

· Trials started January 2016

· Useful feedback given and incorporated prior to launch

· Official launch May 2016 at Round Table Conference
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Features - 1

· Fully online Braille Training Program

· Self paced learning from your computer

· Instant feedback and result notification on course exercises

· Self Registration

· Course follows Unified English Braille Australian Training Manual (April 2014) edition

Slide 11

Features - 2

· Registration and course completion is free

· Paid certificates available for purchase to verify completion of Module 1 (end of lesson 14) and Module 2 (end of Lesson 30) when milestone achieved

· Accessible!
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System Requirements

· Internet Connection

· Computer with Web Browser (e.g. Internet Explorer or Firefox)

· Screen Reader (JAWS, NVDA)

· Standard Computer Keyboard

· Optional:
Refreshable Braille Display
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Demo

· Let’s see how it works
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Sign Up and Try It!

· Register at 
http://accessible.uebonline.org/register 
· General Support
uebonline@ridbc.org.au 
· Contact the Developers
uebonline@peppacode.com.au 
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